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The Gofpel a Do@rine according to 
Godlinefs. 


(Continued from page 375.) 
NUMBER VI. 


O the argument ftated in the 
laft preceding number, fome 
may be ready to urge an objedtion, 
derived from the fuppofed tenden- 
cy of fome of the doétrines taught 
by Chrift and his apoftles. ‘They 
may be ready to admit, that the 
gofpel, by its invitations, calls and 
offers, promifes and threatenings, 
would be well adapted, and great- 
ly tend, to promote true religion, 
and to excite to the ftudy and prac: 
tice of univerfal holinefs, if it con- 
tained nothing of a contrary na- 
ture, tending to weaken the force 
and to counteract the tendency of 
thefe. But, according to their 
view of things, there are other 
doétrines in the gofpel, of a very 
difcouraging nature, tending to 
prevent the good effets, which 
might otherwife be expected from 
its invitations, promifes and threat- 
enings. It feems neceflary to pay 
fome attention to this objection, 
that the truth may not be obfcured, 
cr its beneficial tendency obftruat- 
ed by it. 
Vou. I. No. 11. 








According to the doétrine 
taught by Chrift and his apoftles, 
‘“‘ They that are in the flefh can- 
not pleafe God. Except a man 
be born again, he cannot fee the 
kingdom of God.” This, fome 
may be ready to plead, is very dif- 
couraging doctrine, and tends to 
make men negleét all attention to 
religion, from an idea that no at- 
tention or concern of theirs, no 
endeavors or exertions, will be of 
any advantage to tam, till they 
firft find themfelves wrought upon, 
or their hearts changed, by the 
Spirit of God. 

In reply to this, I fhall make a 
few brief obfervations. 

1. Encouraging people to think 
they are better than they are, or 
lefs dependent on divine grace, 
may ferve to ftrengthen a felf-fuffi- 
cient, felf-righteous fpirit, to ftim- 
ulate to aétion from fuch a fpirit, 
and to make them think they are 
very pious and godly, whilft they 
perform no true and acceptable 
obedience to God ; but it has no 
tendency to promote gofpel holi- 
nefs, or true religion. It tends to 
make them reit in thofe felfish af- 
feétions, and fuperficial p:rform- 
ances, which fall entirely fhort of 
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40 
real holinefs or real obedience to 
the will of God revealed in the 
gofpel. But this, inftead of ferv- 
ing, would manifeftly tend to dif- 
ferve the caufe of real piety and 
true religion. 

2. It being a fact, that mankind 
are fo depraved, that none ever do 
or wil repent and turn to God, 
and ferve him in fincerity and 
truth, without fpecial divine influ- 
ences—a change of heart by the 





according to Godlinefs. [May, 
ligion, have much more frequent! 
taken place under the preaching, in 
which the total depravity and help. 


L lefs {tate of mankind, without {pe- 


cial grace—the neceflity of being 
born again, and other doétrines of 
the like tenor, have been Clearly 
exhibited and urged, than under 
the preaching, in which thefe doc. 
trines have been kept out of fight, 
and either plainly or implicitly de. 















power of the Holy Spirit, being 
ind fpenfibly neceffary to holy 
pradlice; it is important and ne- 
ceffary that this fhould be plainly 
declared, and well underftood and 
believed, to prevent their refting 
ina form of Godlinefs, without 
the power or life and reality of it. 
A thorough conviction, that 
they who are in the flefh, cannot 
pleafe God—that except a man 
be born again, he cannot fee the 
kingdom of God, is fuited to pro- 
duce, in thofe who are fenfible that 
they have not been the fubjeéts of 


| fenfe of their dangerous and mife- 
rable ftate—to prevent their fettling 
: down quiet and eafy, without fome 
good evidence of a change of heart 
—to excite earnc{t inquiries as to 
the moft hopeful way of becoming 
partakers of fo great a mercy, &c. 
In this view, the doctrine under 
confideration, when underftood 
and thoroughly believed, inftead 
of tending to produce a carelefs 
inattention to the things of religion, 
really tends to direétly the reverfe, 
even to excite the molt ferigus a- 
Jarm in the unconverted, and fuch 
earneft inquiry and attention, and 
crics for mercy, as are not gone 
into by men whilft in a {tate of car- 
: nal eafe and fecurity. And, if I 
' am not greatly miftaken as to mat- 
ters of fact, awakenings, ferious 
attention, deen concern, earnelt 
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nied. ‘This leads me to obferve, 

3- That the gofpel clearly holds 
forth, that notwithftanding the ne. 
ceflity of fpecial divine influences 
on the heart, to render the truth 
favingly efficacious ; yet, accord. 
ing to the method of God’s ope. 
ration in this cafe, the word of 
| truth is neceflary, and fome way 
fubfervient to the faving converfion 
of finners—a caufe without which 
no man has any reafon to expecta 
| true and faving converfion. 


} 
| 
| When Chrift appeared to Saul, 
| 


to make hima minifter and a wit- 
nefs, he fent him to the people and 
to the Gentiles, “ To open their 
eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
nefs to light, and from the power 
| of Satan unto God, that they 

might receive forgivenefs of fins, 

and inheritance among them who 
are fanétified by faith.”?—Paul ace 

cordingly told the Romans, that 
| * faith cometh by hearing, and 
| hearing by the word of God.” 

To the Corinthians he faid, “ Who 

then is Paul, and who is Apollos, 

but minifters 4y whom ye believed, 
; even as the Lord gave to every 
man? I have planted, Apollos 
watered ; but God gave the t- 
creafe. So then, neither is he 
that planteth any thing, neither he 
that watereth ; but God that giv- 
eth the increafe.”? In this paflage 
the apoftle plauly denied, that he 
or Apollos had any power or uf- 
ficiency, to render their preaching 
and inftractions of any effect upod 
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their hearers, and afcribed all the 
beneficial effets of their preach- 
ing to the gift—the agency of God; 
and at the fame time clearly affer- 
ted, that they were inftruments, 
whofe miniftry God had employed 
in caufing the Corinthiansto believe, 
as he faw fit to give to every man. 
The apoftle accordingly faid, ‘ In 
Chrift Jefus I have begotten you 
through the gofpel.”? To thofe 
Theffalonians, whom God had 
chofen to falvation through fanc- 
tification of the fpirit, and belief 
of the truth, he likewife faid, 
«© Whereunto he called you dy our 
gofpel, to the obtaining the glory 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift.”” And 
the apoltle James, fpeaking of the 
unchangeable God as the fource 
and author of every good and per- 
feét pift, faid, ** Of his own will 
begat he us with the word of truth.” 

Thefe paflages clearly fhow, in 
conformity to the general tenor 
of the fcriptures on this fubjedt, 
that although a change of heart by 
the fpecial agency of the Holy 
Spirit is abfolutely neceffary ; yet 
according to God’s eftablifhed 
mode of operation, men have no 
reafon to expect they fhall be con- 
verted and faved, without hearing, 
and attention to the gofpel—the 
word of truth. 

An objeétion, fimilar to that 
which we have now been confider 
ing, has alfo been taken from 
feveral declarations of Chrift and 
his apoftles, which plainly import, 
that God, in the beftowment of his 
fpecial grace, aéts as a fovereign, 
doing what he will with his own— 
having mercy on whom he will, 
and leaving whom he will, to their 
own chofen rebellion and hardnefs ; 
and particularly, that te made 
choice of the objeéts of his faving 
mercy, before the foundation ot 
the world; fo that men’s falvation 
takes its firft rife, not from any 





The Gofpel a De&irine according to Godline/s. 40% 


thing which they do, in willing or 
running but from God, who fhow- 
eth mercy. 

Such doétrine, fome feem to 
have fuppofed, tends to make men 
think it a matter of perfe& indif- 
ference, fo far as refpeéts their own 
falvation, whether they arereligious, 
or not ; or whether they take any 
care or pains to be fo, or not. To 
this it may be replied, 

1. The doétrines of God’s ab- 
folute fovercignty, and particular 
eleftion, as {tated in the gofpel, 
and yiewed in conneétion with the 
whole gofpel-fyftem, do not de- 
ftroy or difprove, but fully prove 
and eftablith the neceflity of per- 
fonal holinefs, in order to falva- 
tion. The apoftle Paul informed 
the Ephefian faints, that God had 
chofen them in Chrift, before the 
foundation of the world, that they 
Jbould be holy, and without blame 
before him in love. Ho‘inefs and 
unblameablenefs in love, being an 
end to which they were chofen, 
this choice or ele&tion furely did 
not difprove, but eftablifhed the 
neceflity and certainty of their per- 
fonal holinefs. The fame apottle 
told the church of the Theffalo- 
nians, that God had from the be- 
ginning chofen them to falyatioa 
through fanétification of the Spirit, 
and belief of the truth. This 
again proved the neceflity of their 
faith and fanification, or perfon- 
al holinefs, as without thefe, the 
divine purpofe or choice refpecting 
them, would fail of its effet— 
without thefe, they could not ob- 
tain falvation as God has chofen, 
or in the way that he had chofen 
them to it. For he chofe them 
toit in no other way, than thro’ 
fanétification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth. 

2. The doétrine of particular 
eleGtion, doth not remove, but ful- 
Jy proyes and eftablifhes the ne- 
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ceflity of ufing the appointed means 
of falvation, and rightly viewed, 
is calculated to ftimulate and ex- 
cite to a diligent and careful attend- 
ance on them. Tiis doétrine 
teaches, that notwith{tanding the 
total depravity of mankind, and 
their indifpofition to return to God, 
a number will be faved through 
fandtification of the Spirit and be- 
lief of the truth, accomplifhed in 
the way of God’s revealed meth- 
od of operation by the word of 
truth ; but leaves it uncertain to 
men, who will be faved, until it is 
difcovered by their obedience to 
the gofpel. Hence, it is fuited to 
excite the moft ferious concern in 
thofe who are confcious, that they 
have hitherto lived in fin eftranged 
from God; and, of courfe, to 
put them upon enquiring after the 
way and divinely appointed means 
of falvation, and to engage their 
attention to them. 

3. The doétrines of divine fave- 
reignty and particular cledtion, are 
fuited to prevent defpair in awa- 
kened convinced finners. 

When finners are awakened to 
a ferious attention to the concerns 
of their fouls, and thoroughly 
convinced of the truth refpeéting 
their real chara¢ter and ftate, they 
fenfibly find, that they are indeed 
finners, under a righteous fentence 
of condemnation ; from which it 
is impofhible to obtain deliverance 
by any thing which they can do or 
offer. ‘They are convinced, that 
God might juftly execute upon 
them the curfe of his law, and 
that if juftice fhould take place, 
without the intervention of mercy, 
they muft be miferab’e without 
hope. Yea, they are convi ced 
and fenfibly find, that notwith- 
flanding the gracious promife of 
forgivenefs and acceptance, on the 
ground of Chrift’s atonement and 
righteoufnefs, to every penitent be- 
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liever in him—to every one who 
forfakes his fins and returns toGod; 
yet itis not in their hearts to re. 
pent and return, or to render the 
leaft degree of fincere obedience 
to the great and fundamental requi- 
fitions of the gofpel. In this fitu. 
ation, what could keep their hearts 
from finking in defpair, without a 
perfuafion that God is a wife and 
gracious fovereign, who extends 
| his faving mercy to whom he pleaf. 

€s, not accordin, to their works, 
| but according to the good pleafure 
of his will—according to his own 
purpofe and grace, and fometimes 
to even the chief of finners ; and 
that he hath determined to fan@tify 
and fave a number of fuch guilty, 
helplefs, felf ruined, _hell-defer- 
ving creatures, as they now find 
| themfelves to be ? 

4. Thefe doétrines are fuitedto 
make us careful in examining, 
whether we are, in faét, the fub- 
jets of the fanatifying influences of 
the Holy Spirit, and to warn us 
againit confident hopes of falvation, 
whilft we are wholly without any 
real holinefs. 

Since thefe doétrincs, as flated 
in the gofpel, clearly fhow, that 
none will be faved without perfon- 
al holinefs, and teach us to look 
for fanétification, a the evidence 
of our election of God, they are 
evidently calculated to excite us to 
a careful examination, whether the 
effeéts of the fanétifying f{pirit are 
perceivable in our hearts, and vill- 
ble in our praétice ; and to guard 
us againft fertling down in a firm 
perfuafion, that we are in the fure 
way to eternal life, without fome 
good evidence,that God hathmade 
us partakers of his holinefs. 

5 The doétrines under confid- 
eration, are particularly adapted to 
promote in Chriftians thefe impor- 
tantbranchesof real holinefs, hum 
ity, gratitude, and praife, 
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In a clear view and belief of the 
truths imported in thefe doétrines, 
Chriftians fee themfelves in a {tate 
of abfolute dependance on God, 
felf-rvined, helplefs and loft for- 
ever, without his fovereign aid, and 
all their holinefs and happinefs ori- 
ginating in and proceeding from 
his felf-moved goodnefs and mercy 
—the effect of his fovereign good 
pleafure. ‘This furely is wellfuited 
to excite low and abafing thoughts 
of themfelves, and high and ad- 
miring thoughts of God—to fill 
their hearts with gratitude, and 
their mouths with praife. 

From the obfervations which 
have been made, I truft, it will 
appear to candid inquirers after 
truth, that the doétrines of divine 
fovereignty and particular eledtion, 
in their genuine tendency, are fo 
far from having an unfavorable 
afpect on the intereft of true reli- 
gion, that they tend to enforce it, 
and to excite that ferious attention 
and concern, and thofe views and 
exercifes in general, which are 
favorable to the promotion of it ; 
and, of confequence, that the ten- 
dency of the calls, offers and 
warnings, promifes and threaten- 
ings of the go‘pel, in favor of 
religion, is not deftroyed or weak- 
ened by thefe doctrines. I fhall 
only add here, that whilft the gof- 


pel in its whole fyltem, is as well | 


adapted, as it can be conceived 
any fyftem of external means con- 
filtent with truth, could be, to 
prove fubfervient to the awaken- 
ing, conviction and converfion of 
Jfinners, it is peculiarly well calcu- 
Jated to preferve and ftrengthen, 
to maintain and increafe the holi- 
nefs of thofe whoare born of God— 
to excite in them every right exer- 
cifeand affection, and to prompt 
them to a holy converfation and 
practice in all its branches. 


(To be continued. ) 
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Mess’rs Epitors, 

THE following anfwer to 
three queftions in the laft No. of 
the Connecticut Evangelical Mag- 
azine is f{ubmitted to confideration. 


“6 +, Did God from all eterni- 
ty, decree that a certain part of 
mankind, viz. the Ele&, thould 
go toheaven, do what they will 2 

z. Did God from all eternity 
decree that the other part of mane 
kind, viz. the Reprobates, fhould 
go to hell, do what they can ? 

3- Can God be juft in fo do- 
ing :” 
HERE appears to be no oc- 
cafion for anfwering cach of 
thefe queftions feparately. The 
two firit of them mutt doutlefs be 
anfwered alike ; and, I think, in 
the negative. God never decreed, 
from all eternity nor at any time, 
either that the flothful and unholy 
fhould goto heaven ; or that thofe 
who improve the talents given 
them, as his good and faithful fer- 
vants, fhould go to hell. He 
hath faid, Gen. iv. 7. “ If thou 
coeft well, fhalt thou mot be ac- 
cepted ? and if thou doeft not well, 
fin lieth at the door.”? He hath 
faid, Ifaiah, tii. 10, 11. “ Say ye 
to the righteous, that it fhall be 
well with them, for they fhall eat 
the fruit of their doings. Woe un- 
to the wicked ! it fhall be ill with 
him ; for the reward of his hands 
fhall be given him.” Qur Sav- 
iour hath faid, John, v. 28, 29. 
«* The hour is coming,in the which 
all that are in their graves fha!! hear 
his voice, and fhal! come forth : 
they that have done good, unio 
the refurreétion of life ; and they 
that have done evil, unto the ref- 
urreétion of damnation.”? And 
again; ** Behold, 1 come quickly, 
and my reward ts with me, to give 
every man according as his works 
fhall be”? Rey. xxii. 12. 
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Such are the revealed decrees 
ef Heaven. Such are the folemn 
divine aflurances given us, not on- 
ly in the beginning, and middle, 
and end, but all over the bible. 
Certainly, then, thofe who believe 
the word of God, can have no 
ground to fear, or hops, that 
he hath fecret decrees ; dooming 
fome to everlafting punifhment, let 
them do ever fo well; and ap- 
pointing others to obtain eternal 
life, let them do ever fo wickedly. 
And if it be certain that the Judge 
of all the earth has no fuch dark 
unequal decrees, the third quef- 
tion will be fuperfeded. 

I might here top ; only it would 
probably be fuppofed, that the 
good old Calviniftic doctrine of 
eleGion, was wholly given up: fo 
that by thus briefly fausfying ma- 
ny, fome others might be diffatis- 
fied. If, therefore, the querift 
has leifure, and can have pauence, 
we will examine carefully, not 
what Calvin taught, but what the 
holy fcriptures teach, and what 
reafon obliges us to believe, con- 
cerning this doétrine. 

We have, indeed, once learnt by 
heart, that ** God, out of his 
mere good pleafure, from all eter- 
nity, elected fome to everlafting 
ife’’: but this was when we were 
little children ; and now we are 
become men, it may be time, per- 
haps, to put away thefe childifh 
things. 

It muft be admitted, however, 
ehat mention ts made, both in the 
old teflament and the new, of a 
certain number of mankind, who 
were given to Chrilt in the cove- 
nant of redemption; and whom, 
in that covenant, he engaged to 
fave. ‘l’hefe feem to be fpoken of 
in the 53d chapter of Hfaiah, al- 
moft throughout; particularly in 
the laft verfe: where God the 
Father fays of the Son, “ There- 
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fore will I divide him a portion 
with the great, and he fhall divide 
the fpoil with the ftrong, becaufe 
he hath poured out his foul unto 
death : and he was numbered with 
tranfgreffors, and bore the {in of 
many, and made intercefhon for 
the tranfgreffors.” Of thefe, our 
Saviour exprefsly fpeaks, John 
xvn. 1, 2. “ Father, the hour is 
come ; glorify thy Son, that thy 
Son alfo may glorify thee: ag 
thou haft given him power over all 
fiefh, that he fhould give eternal 
life to as many as thou haf given 
him.’ And verfe 6. “TL have 
manifefted thy name unto the 
men whom thou gavelt me out of 
the world”? And verfeg. “I 
pray for them: I pray not for the 
avorld, but for them whom thou ba 

given me; for they are thine.” 

That this happy number were 
thus eleéted of God, and given to 
| Chrift, from all eternity, we are 
plainly and abundantly told. See 
Eph. 1. 3. ‘© Bleffled be God, 
| who hath bleffed us with all fpirit- 
val bleflings in Chrift, according 
as he hath chofen us in him, de- 
fore the foundation of the world.” 
| And 2 Tim. i. g. * Who hath 
| faved us, and called us with an 
holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to his own 
purpofe and grace, which was giv- 
en us in Chrift Jefus defore the 
world began.” 

And indeed, that all the pur- 
pofes of a being who is infinite, eter- 
nal and unchangeable, in every 
natural and moral perfection, mutt 
have been from all eternity, reafon 
obliges to believe. * Known un- 
to God are all his works from the 

eginning of the world.” This, 
though an apoftle had not faid it, 
mult have been evident. And if 
known, then decreed For to fay 





God knew he fhould do what he 





had not determined, is a plain 
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contradi¢tion. If, therefore, the 
falvation of every man that is re- 
covered to holinefs and happinefs, 
be a work of God, he mult, from 
all eternity, have decreed, as well 
as foreknown, how many, and 
who were to be faved. 

That none of thefe can by any 
means fail of falvation, hence 
alfo undeniably follows. And 
this is fullyimplied in the words 
of our Saviour, Mat. xxiv. 21, 
22. “ Then fhall be great tribu- 
lation, fuch as was not from the 
beginning of the worldtothat time; 
and except thofe days fhould be 
fhortened,there fhould no flefh be 
faved : but for the e/ed’s fake, thofe 
days fhall be fhortened.” And 
verfe 24. ‘ For there thall arife 
falfe Chrifts and falfe prophets, 
who fhall thew great fignsand won- 
ders ; infomuch that (if it were 
poffible) they fhould deccive the 
very ele.” 

Indeed, had the ele&ion of 
thefe been only conditional, as 
fome have fuppofed, they might 
havebeencut off by violence before 
their converfion, or have been left 
to fatal delufions, as well as others. 
But this is not the doctrine of 
{cripture. The divine decree con- 
cerning the falvation of the elect, 
was notmerely, that they fhould 
be faved, provided they thould do 
their part; or what was neceflary 
tobe done by them. Had that 
been all, then before repentance 
and faving faith, one finner would 
have been a chofen veilel of mercy 
no more than another. It is the 
decree of God in regard to all men, 
that they fhall be faved, if they 
turn from the errors of their ways, 
become the faithul difciples of 
Chrift, and endure uatothe end. 

dut had nothing further been de- 
creed concerning any, the falva- 

tion of none would have been fe- 





cured. Chrift might have had no 


feed to ferve him, and to reap the 
benefits of his obedience and death, 
notwithftanding fuch conditional 
eleétion. In that cafe, it is true, 
all to whom the gofpel comes, 
would, ina fenfe, have been put 
into a falvable ftate. That is, in- 
to a fituation that they might be 
faved, unlefs it were their own 
fault. Buttowhatpurpofe is there 
a price in the hand ef a fool, who 
has no heart to improve it? All 
under the gofpel have fuch a price. 
They might have life,any of them, 
if they would hearken to the calls 
of Chrift. He would have gath- 
ered the reprobate childreo of Je- 
rufalem, as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, only 
they would not. So much is done 
for the finally impenitent, that they 
need not perifh, would they for- 
fake their fins, and accept of of- 
fered mercy. But itis not enough 
for depraved fallen men that they 
might be faved, were itnottdeir own 


fault. To fecure their falvation, 


that mult be done for then which 
will efleCtually prevent their perifh- 
ing, throughtheirown fault. This, 
therefore God decreed to do for 
the elect. He determined that 
Chrift fhould not fail of feeing the 
fruits of the travail of his foul, 
through man’s unbelief and hard- 
nefs of heart. With refpedt to a 
certain part of mankind, he deter- 
mined to remove all fatal obftacles, 
to their falvation,mora/as wellasnat- 
ural—thofe arifing from their own 
perverfenefs, as well as from every 
other quarter. He determined to 
take away their ftony heart—to 
give them a penitent and believing 
difpefition—to create them in 
Chrift Jefus unto goodworks; and 
then tokeepthem by his power, 
through faith,unto falvation. Ve- 
ry exprefs to this purpofe, among 
a multitude of others, are the two 
following texts: Pfal. cx. 3. 
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«Thy people fhall be willing in 
the day of thy power :” and John 
vi. 3.  Allthat the Father giv- 
eth me fhali come tome ; and him 
that cometh to me I will in no 
wife caft out.” In the firft of 
thefe paflages God fpeaks con- 
cerning a people of Chrift not as 
yet his willing people ; and he 
promifes that they thall be willing. 
In the other text, our Saviour 
fpeaks of thofe given him, who 
had not then come to him, and 
declares that they all fhall come ; 


and not one of them fhall be calt | 
The elec- | 
tion of thefe to everlafting life, you | 


out, or left to perith. 


fee, was not left fufpended on any 
precarious condition. It was not 
merely, that if. they were willing, 
they fhould be the peculiar people 
of Chrift —that if they would come 
to him and abide in him, they 
fhould be faved inthe day of the 
Lord. No; like the covenant of 
grace, it was ordered in all things 
and fure; as implying alfo that 
they /hould be willing—that they 


frouldcome—thatthey /hou/ abide. 


All this it feems mult be ad- 
mitted. Unlefs we will rejeét the 
{criptures, and likewife the per- 


Anfwer to P’s Queftionse 





May, 


king any alteration in their ete). 
nal deftiny? I think not. Je j 
apt to feem fo; but this is owing 
entirely to our putting afunder 
what God hath joined together— 


the means and the end. Thofe 
towhom God decreed the prize 
of the heavenly race, he decreed 
fhouldrun. ‘Thofe whom he de. 
creed fhould obtain pardoning mer. 
cv, he decreed fhould comply 
with the terms on which alone jt j; 





offered. ‘Thofe whom he decreed 
fheuld have right to the tree of 
life, and enter in through the 
gates into the city; he decreed 
fhould do his commandments, 
| See Adts xt. 48.“ As many 
as were ordained to eternal life, be. 
lieved.” Rom. viti 30. “ Whom 
he did predettinate them he alfa 
called.” Eph. i. 4 “ He hath 
chofen us in Chrift, before the 
foundation of the world, that we 
Should be holy and without blame 
before him in love.”” And 2 Thefl. 
i. 13. God hath from the 
beginning chofen you to fulvation, 





through fan@ification of the fpirtt 
and leltef of the truth.” 
If wewould fkeadily conceive 





fections of God and his govern- | 


ment at all events; we mult be- 
lieve that a certain part of man- 
kind, even all that will be faved, 
were, from all eternity ‘* predef- 


tinated according to the purpofe of | 


him who worketh all things after 
the counfel of hisown will ;”’ in 
fuch a maner that it ts impoffible 
any of them fhould fail of falva- 
tion. 

But, it may be afked, will it 
not thence follow, contrary to 
what wasat firft afferted, that the 
eleét are fure of going to heaven, 
do what they will; and that the 
non elect mult po to hell, do what 
they can? Or thatit is all one 
what men do, in regard to its mas 


| of the divine decrees, and the ex- 


ecution of them, in their proper 
order and real connexion, all dif- 
ficulties refpeéting them would be 
removed. ‘The decrees of heaven 
are never inconfiftent with them- 
felves, nor inconfiftent with the ne- 


chiw ae 


| . . 
| ceflity of that line of conduct in 





ar 


creatures, which is fuitable for 
bringing them to pafs. But by 
fuppofing cafes which never can 
happen, and never were intended ; 
or by taking in one part of a di- 
vine decree, and leaving out all 
the other parts, we make the bible, 
and the governing providence of 
the Moft High, appear full of un- 
righteoufnefs, darknefs and con- 
tradi¢tion. It is decreed that, on 


a certain time, a man fhall go from 








les 
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Hartford to New. York: then, we 
fay, he will certainly get there at 
the hour appointed, though he 
travel all the time appointed for his 
journey, in the direét road to Bof- 
ton. It is decreed that a man fhall 


recover from a dangerous ficknefs, | 


by applying to a certain phyfician, 
and ufing a certain remedy prefcri- 
bed by him: then, we fay, he will 
certainly get well, though he fhould 


never call in the phyfician, nor | 


take the remedy. It is decreed 
that aman fhail live twenty years, 
by taking a prudent care of his 
health, and ufing proper means of 
faftenance: then, we fay, he 


muft live his appointed time, tho’ | 
f lefs and | 
he fhould be ever fo carelefs an 


intemperate ; or though he fhould 


eat and drink nothing at all, or | 


nothing but rank poifon. God 


never made any fuch inconfiftent | 
decrees. We make them in our | 


own abfurd imagination, and then 
charge them upon him. When 
he decreed that a man fhould be 
juftified, he decreed that he fhou!d 
repent, and believe to the faving 
of the foul. When he decreed 
that a man fhould go to heaven, he 
decreed that he fhould turn his feet 
from the broad way to deflruction; 
and take, and keep the narrow 
way which leadeth unto life. He 
never decreed that any man fhould 
the damned, who did not deferve 
co be turned into hell; nor that 


any man fhould be faved, who | 


hould not, upon juft gofpel grounds, 
he entitled to the kingdom of heav- 


en. What then becomes of the | 


queftion, * Can God be juft in 
lo doing 2” 

J fhatl conclude with part of one 
of Dr. Watts’s Hymns. 


The potter inoulds the pliant clay, 
And forms to various fhapes with cafe. 
Such is our God, and fuch are we, 


The fubjects of his high decrees. 
Vor. I. No. 11. 
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May not the fovereign Lord on high 
Difpenfe his favors as he wiil ? 
Choofe fome to life, while othe's die, 

And yet be juft and gracious ftill ? 


What if, to make his terror known, 
He lets his ere long endure, 
| Suffring vile rebels to zo on 


And feal their own deftruGtion fure ? 


And his electing love employs 
| To mark out fome of mortal race, 
And form them fit for heavenly joys? 
‘ 


J? 


| What if he mean to fhew his grace, 
{ 
{ 


Shall man reply againft the Lord, 
| And call his Maker’s ways unjuf, 
| The thunder of whofe dreadful word 
| Can crufhathoufand orldsto duit ? 


But, O my foul, if truth fo bright 

| Should dazzle and confound thy fight, 
| Yet ftill his written will obey, 

And wait the great decifive day. 


| Then fhall he make his juftice known, 

| And the whole world before his throne, 

| With joy or terror fhall confefs 

The glory of his righteoufnefs. 
EVANGELICUS. 





Obfervations on the nine lL. ift chapters 


of Ezekiel. 


FRIEND requefted the writer 
to communicate his view 


of the defigns and meaning of the 
nine laft chapters of the book of 
the prophet Ezekiel. 

As fuch a communication, fhould 
his thoughts be juft, may be ufeful 
to others, and if not, may induce 
fome abler expofitor to exhibit 
their true intent and meaning, he 
'fubmits the following fcheme of 
| thoughts on this difficult paffage of 
holy {cripture. 

The firft obje&t which invites 
| our attention, is, that the prophet 
in this paflage 1s relating a divine 
vifion, exhibited to his view at a 
time, and in a manner of which he 
gives a particular relation, toge- 
ther with the feveral explanations, 
inftructions, and directions, which 
'he received. The particular fubs 
| jeats of this prophetic vifion were 
| thofe which follow. 


dd 


—— 
























































































































































































roe tee pee oan a 


es 


anni eager eS 


ia] ntegi te amink ntl 


oo TS te 
z a : ~ , < - ra 
nO insane eetiniiins I evaee = 














4c8 


“Thy people fhall be willing in 
the day of thy power :”” and John 
vi. 3. * Allthat the Father giv- 
eth me fhall come to me ; and him 
that cometh to me I will in no 
wife caft out.” In the firft of 
thefe paflages God fpeaks con. 
cerning a people of Chrift not as 
yet his willing people ; and he 
promifes that they hall be willing. 
In the other text, our Saviour 
fpeaks of thofe given him, who 
had not then come to him, and 
declares that they all fhall come ; 
and not one of them fhall be caft 
out, or left to perifh. The elec- 
tion of thefe to everlafting life, you 
fee, was not left fufpended on any 
precarious condition. It was not 
merely, that if they were willing, 
they fhould be the peculiar people 
of Chrift —that if they would come 
to him and abide in him, they 
fhould be faved inthe day of the 
Lord. No; like the covenant of 
grace, it was ordered in all things 
and fure; as implying alfo that 
they fhould be willing—that they 
frouldcome—thatthey /houldabide. 

Allthis it feems mult be ad- 
mitted. Unlefs we will rejeé& the 
{criptures, and likewife the per- 
fections of God and his govern- 
ment at all events; we muft be- 
lieve that a certain part of man- 
kind, even all that will be faved, 
were, from all eternity ‘ predef- 
tinated according to the purpofe of 
him who worketh all things after 
the counfel of hisown will ;”” in 
fuch a maner that it is impofhble 
any of them fhould fail of falva- 
tion. 

But, it may be afked, will it 
not thence follow, contrary to 
what wasat firft afferted, that the 
ele&t are fure of going to heaven, 
do what they will; and that the 
non eleé mult go to hell, do what 
they can? Or tharit is all one 
what men do, in regard to its ma. 


Anfwer to P’s Quefionse 





[May, 


king any alteration in their eter. 


nal deftiny? I think not. It is 
apt to feem fo; but this is owip 
entirely to our putting afunder 
what God hath joined together—. 
the means and the end. Thofe 
towhom God decreed the prize 
of the heavenly race, he decreed 
fhouldrun. ‘Thofe whom he de. 
creed fhould obtain pardoning mer- 
cy, he decreed fhould comply 
with the terms on which alone it is 
offered. ‘Thofe whom he decreed 
fheuld have right to the tree of 
life, and enter in through the 
gates into the city; he decreed 
fhould do his commandments. 
See Ads xii. 48. As many 
as were ordained to eternal life, be- 
lieved.” Rom. viii. 30. “ Whom 
he did predeftinate them he alfo 
called.” Eph.i. 4 “ He hath 
chofen us in Chrift, before the 
foundation of the world, that we 
Should be holy and without blame 
before him in love.” And 2 Thef. 
i. 13. God hath from the 
beginning chofen you to falvation, 
through fan@ification of the fpirit 
and beltef of the truth.” 

If wewould fteadily conceive 
of the divine decrees, and the ex- 
ecution of them, in their proper 
order and real connexion, all dif- 
ficulties refpecting them would be 
removed. ‘The decrees of heaven 
are never inconfiftent with them- 
felves, nor inconfiftent with the ne- 
cefity of that line of conduc in 
creatures, which is fuitable for 
bringing them to pafs. But by 
fuppofing cafes which never can 
happen, and never were intended ; 
or by taking in one part of a di- 
vine decree, and leaving out all 
the other parts, we make the bible, 
and the governing providence of 
the Moft High, appear full of un- 
righteoufnefs, darknefs and con- 
tradiétion. It is decreed that, on 





a certain time, a man fhall go from 
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Hartford to New. York: then, we 
fay, he will certainly get there at 
the hour appointed, though he 
travel all the time appointed for his 
journey, in the direét road to Bof- 
ton. Itis decreed that a man fhall 
recover from a dangerous ficknefs, 
by applying to a certain phyfician, 
and ufing a certain remedy prefcri- 
bed by him: then, we fay, he will 
certainly get well, though he fhould 
never call in the phyfician, nor 
take the-remedy. It is decreed 
that aman fhall live twenty years, 
by taking a prudent care of his 
health, and ufing proper means of 
fuftenance: then, we fay, he 
muft live his appointed time, tho’ 
he fhould be ever fo carelefs and 
intemperate ; or though he fhould 
eat and drink nothing at all, or 
nothing but rank poifon. God 
never made any fuch inconfiltent 
decrees. We make them in our 
own abfurd imagination, and then 
charge them upon him. When 
he decreed that a man fhould be 
juftified, he decreed that he fhould 
repent, and believe to the faving 
of the foul. When he decreed 
that a man fhould go to heaven, he 
decreed that he fhould turn his feet 
from the broad way to deftruétion ; 
and take, and keep the narrow 
way which leadeth unto life. He 
never decreed that any man fhould 
he damned, who did not deferve 
to be turned into hell ; nor that 
any man fhould be faved, who 
‘hould not, upon juft gofpel grounds, 
be entitled to the kingdom of heav- 
en. What then becomes of the 
queftion, * Can God be juft in 
lo doing 2? 

I fhail conclude with part of one 
of Dr. Watts’s Hymns. 


The potter inoulds the pliant clay, 

And forms to various fhapes with eafe. 
Such is our God, and fuch are we, 
The fubjeéts of his high decrees. 


Vor. I. No. ou. 
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May not the fovereign Lord on high 
Difpenfe his favors as he will ? 
Choofe fome to life, while others die, 
And yet be juft and gracious ftill ? 


What if, to make his terror known, 
He lets his patience long endure, 
Suff ring vile rebels to zo on 

And feal their own deftrudtion fure ? 


What if he mean to fhew his grace, 
And his electing love employs 

To mark out fome of mortal race, 
And form them fit for heavenly joys? 
Shall man reply againft the Lord, 
And call his Maker’s ways unjuft, 
The thunder of whofe dreadful word 
Can crufhathoufand  orlds to duit ? 


But, O my foul, if truth fo bright 
Should dazzle and confound thy fight, 
Yet ftill his written will obey, 

And wait the great decifive day. 


Then fhall he make his juftice known, 
And the whele world before his throne, 
With joy or terror fhall confefs 

The glory of his righteoufnefs. 


EVANGELICUS. 


Obfervations on the nine laft chapters 
of Ezekiel. 


A FRIEND requefted the writer 


to communicate his view 
of the defigns and meaning of the 
nine laft chapters of the book of 
the prophet Ezekiel. 

As fuch a communication, fhould 
his thoughts be juft, may be ufeful 
to others, and if not, may induce 
fome abler expofitor to exhibit 
their true intent and meaning, he 
fubmits the following fcheme of 
thoughts on this difficult paffage of 
holy f{cripture. 

The firft objeé& which invites 
our attention, is, that the prophet 
in this paflage is relating a divine 
vifion, exhibited to his view ata 
time, and in a manner of which he 
gives a particular relation, toge« 
ther with the feveral explanations, 
inftruétions, and direétions, which 
he received. The particular fubs 
jeéts of this prophetic yifion were 
thofe which follow. 
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1. The prophet appeared to 
himfelf to be miraculoufly breught 
from the country of his captivity 
to the land of Ifrael, and being 
placed on a very high mountain, 
where he beheld the frame of a 
city,* and a man with the in- 
ftruments of meafurement, who 
gave him a particular charge, care- 
fully to treafure up in his memory, 
every thing which he fhould fee 


wand hear, for to this end he was 


Porought thither, and he was to de- 
clare the whole, to the houfe of 
Hfrael. 

2. The prophet was led thro’ 
the various parts of a {pacious build- 
ing, which takes its defcription, 
principally, from the temple of Sol- 
omon, the feveral parts of which 
are found, by exact meafurement, 
to be duly proportioned, and each 
of thena fuited to its particular ufe, 
and the whole adapted to the con- 
venient and regular exercife of all 
parts of the temple-worfhip, and 
the various fun¢tions of the priefts, 
and other oflicers of the temple.t 

3. The prophet next faw, in 
vifion, the glory of the God of If- 
rac} come from the eaft, and enter 
the temple at the caft gate. This 
vifion, he informs us, was like that 
which he faw at the river Chebar, 
when he came to deftroy the city. 
i.e. He had a view of the fame 
glory which he faw departing from 
the city, previous to its deftru¢tion, 
by the king of Babylon, the vifion 
of which is recorded in the eighth 
and following chapters of this book. 
As the vifion of the cighth chap- 
ter denoted the removal of the di- 
vine prefence from Ifrac], or that 
God had forfaken them, fo this vi- 
fion of the return of the glory of 
the Lord, fignified that from the 
time herein referred to, his gra- 
cious prefence fhould return and 


— 


* Chap. xl 2. ¢ Chap. xi 42, 
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abide with them. Accordingly 
the prophet faw that the glory of 
the Lord filled the houfe, and he 
heard the divine voice {peaking to 
him and faying, “ Son of man, the 
place of my throne and the place 
of the foles of my feet, where I 
will dwell in the midft of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael forever.”* Thus 
the prophet is Jed to underftand 
that the vifion of the return of the 
glory of God to abide in the tem- 
ple is to denote that the Lord, the 
God of Ifrael hath returned to 
dwell with his people forever. + 

4: He is inftruéted concerning 
the qualification of the priefts and 
minifters of the temple, and the 
ordinances which they are to ob- 
ferve,t the whole importing the 
purity of their charaéter, and their 
exaét attention to divine inftitutions 
—to which are added rules for the 
conduét of the prince and people 
in their worfhip. 

5. The next obje&t of particu- 
lar attention in the prophet’s vifion 
is the water, iffuing out from the 
altar eaftward, at the door of the 
houfe where the glory of the God 
of Ifrael had entered in. This 
water ran eaftward, and though 
the flream was fmall in the begin- 
ning, it gradually increafed, till 
it became a great river. He is 
then informed that this river fhall 
pafs into the fea eaftward, and heal 
the waters of it, fo that every thing 
fhall live where thefe waters come : 
—the fith thall exceedingly abound, 
and the banks of the river fhail be 
covered with trees, which fhall 
yicld fruits at all feafons, which 
fha!l be for meat, and the leaves 


: fhall be for medicine. 


6. In the laft piace, the vifion 
exhibits to the prophet, a divifion 
of the Jand of Ifrae!, for the fanc- 
tuary, for the prince, and for the 


‘ Chap. xliii, ¢ Chap.xliv. ¢ Chap. xlv. 
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people, anda view of the holy ci- 
ty of their folemnities, four {quare, 
with twelve gates according to the 
number of the tribes of Ifrael, and 
diftinguifhed by theirnames. The 
prophet is informed ef the dimen- 
fions of the city, and that its name 
from that day fhall be Febovah 
Shammah, Fehovah ts there. 


The following obfervations will, | 


Itruft, caft light on the true in- 
teat and meaning of this vifion. 
1. Divine vifions are defigned 
to reprefent one thing by another, 
or to exhibit truths, facts, and 
events by the appearance of fenfi- 
ble objects, impreffed on the bod- 
ily organs, or imagination. This 
isthe cafe of moft of the vifions 
recorded in the old and new tef- 
tament, efpecially when defigned 
to fignify prophetic truth. We 


refer the reader at prefent, only to | 


the vifions recorded in other parts 


of this book, and inthe book of | 


Daniel. 

Hence we are to look for a 
meaning of this wonderful vifion, 
in a ftate of things bearing as near 
a refemblance to the different 
parts of the vifion as will agree to 
the nature of the things reprefent- 
ed and to the analogy of faith. 
Hence 

2. We may be affured that this 
vifion is defigned to reprefent a 
{tate of things in which the church 
of God will be raifed to great im- 
provement and glory, in the exact 
obfervation of the inftitutions of 
religion, in the eminent accom- 
plifhments and fidelity of the min- 
ifters of religion, and in the man- 
ifeftations of the gracious prefence 
and acceptance of God, for noth- 
ing fhort of this, will in any meaf- 
ure comport with the divine rep- 
refentation in the vifion of the 
prophet. 

3. This prophetic vilion cannot 
te defigned to reprefent a ftate of 
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religious profperity in the Jewith 
Church under the ancient difpenfa- 
tion, or antecedent to the coming 
of Chrift; becaufe fuch a ftate 
of that church never exilled, af- 
ter the Babylonifh captivity, during 
that difpenfation. 

The fecond temple, and the 
general ftate of the nation was far 
inferior to the temple of Solomon, 
and the ftate of the nation during 
his reign, from the date of this 
vifion till the coming of Chrift ; 
and the little profperity which was 
fometimes enjoyed was of fhort du- 
ration. 

The invifible token of God’s 
gracious prefence in the pillar or 
fiery cloud that refted on the mer- 
cy-feat was the peculiar glory of 
the firft temple, but after its de- 
parture as reprefented in vifion to 
this prophet, alittle before the de- 
ftructioa of that temple, it never 
appeared to the Jews, according- 
ly this was one important article, 
in which they confidered the ftate 
of their church in the days of the 
fecond temple, inferior to what 
it was inthe time of the firft. It 
is indeed true that the prophet Hag- 
gai, in the time of the erection of 
the fecond temple, animated the 
builders with the affurance that 
the glory of that houfe fhould ex- 
ceed the glory of the former. But 
he at the fame time informed them 
how this fhould be effected, viz. 
that the promifed Redeemer fhould 
appear during its continuance and 
fhouldenter into it.* This predic- 
tion was accomplifhed when Je- 
fus of Nazareth entered into that 
temple and acted as the rightful 
owner, as the God and king of 
Ifrael. 

This was an event exceedingly 
important and glorious. But {till 
widely different from that predic- 


* Haggai ii. 7. 
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ted in this vifion, ia which the 
God of Ifrael thus addreffes the 
prophet, when he enters into the 
temple, “Son of man, the piace 
of my throne, and the place of the 
foles of my feet, where I will 
dwell in the midft of the children 
of Ifracl for ever.”* It is fur 
ther to be remembered that the 
ftate of things in the Jewifh na 


®% tion and church, at that time, in 


no refpect anfwered to the repre: 
{entation in the vilion of Ezekiel. 

4- Itis, if poffible, ftill more 
evident, that this prophetic vifion 
cannot be defigned to point out any 
revival of the Jewifh church-ftate 
in the obfervations of the Mofaic 
ritual fince the commencement of 
the Chriftian zra, not only becaufe 
nothing like ithas appeared in the 
Space of almoit two thoufand years, 
and all appearances are againft it 
in future,but efpecially becaufe the 
coming of Chrift and the introduc- 
tion of the Chriftian fyftem, foun- 
ded on his fufferings and exalta- 
tion, has abolifhed the whole Mo- 
faic ritual, which was only “a 
fhadow of good things te come, 
but the body is Chrift.” So that 
the reftoration of that ritual, would 
be an implicit denial that Jefus 
Chrift is come in the fcth. 

5. From the preceding articles, 
in their connexion, it clearly fol- 
lows, that the vifion we have been 
confidering, is a divine reprefent- 
ation and fure prediétion of a prof- 
perous Hate of the church of God, 
during the days of the Mefliah, 
or under the Chriftian difpenfation, 
19 which the worfhip and ordinan- 
ces of the gofpel will be carried to 
a very high degree of perfeétion. 

This feemsto be the import of 
the very exact meafurement of the 
temple, and arrangement of the 





* Ezekiel xliii. 7. 
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officers and ordinances of divine 
worfhip. 

The extenfive and bleffed influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit om the 
hearts and lives of God’s people, 
are to be underftoed by the wa- 
ters iffuing out fromthe fanétuary, 
becoming a great river, and puri- 
fying the waters of the fea, and by 
the vivifying fruits on the banks of 
the river. 

Waters and efpecially running 
and pure waters are the well known 
{criptural emblems of the Holy 
Spirit in his fanétifying influences, 
and no one whe has read the de- 
{cription of the river of the water 
of life, and the fruit on its bank, 
as defcribed near the conclufion of 
the Revelation to St. John, will 
doubt the fignification of the ever 
green and life-giving fruit-trees on 
-he banks of the river in this vifion 
of the prophet. 

The return of the glory of God 
or the abundant manifeftation of 
his gracious piefence, never more 
to be taken from his people, and, 
finaiiy, the name of the city, or 
church, from its moft diftinguifh- 
ing charactereftic, confirms thetrue 
intent of the whole vifion, and all 
its parts clearly evince the gracious 
defign of the God of all comfort, 
to procure to himfelf a glorious 
church, in which the divine Sav- 
iour * fhall fee his feed, hall 
prolong his day, and the pleafure 
of the Lord fhall profper in his 
hand.” 

6 This bleffed ftate of God’s 
people is evidently futtre. The 
import of this vifion has never yct 
been accomplifhed. 

It was not accomplifhed in the 
Jewith church before the incarna- 
tion of the Son of God, and none 
will fuppofe it has been accomplith- 
ed fince. 

It may perhaps be difficult to 


‘determine with certainty whether 
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the vifion refpects the Jews only, 
or whether it may not alfo extend 
to the Gentiles. 

Be this as it may, it is equally 
evident on either hypothefis. that 
nothing in the ftate of the Chrif- 
tian church or Jewifh people has 
appeared which anfwers to the im- 
port of the vifion, and that the 
great and happy event is yet future. 

any divine prediétions lead us 
to expe the future converfion of 
the Jews to the Chriftian faith, and 
fome of them feem fully to imply 
that they fhall return to the coun- 
try of their anceftors and dwell in 
their inheritance, about the time 
of their reception of the gofpel. 

This important event feems to 
be implied in the prophecy con- 
cerning the army of Gog, and his 
deftruction in the mountains of If- 
rael, recorded in the chaptersimme- 
diately preceding the account of 
this vifion. 

This with various other confid- 
erauions would lead us to fuppofe 
that the converfion of the He- 
brews to Chriftianity, and their 
happy ftate, in the land of their 
fathers, in the fervice of God and 
ihe enjoyment of his favor, is, at 
leaft, the primary object of the 
vilion. 

This, however, is perfeétly con- 
fiftent with the idea that the vifion 
ultimately embraces the converfion 
of the Gentiles, and the diffufion 
of Chriftianity to all nations, in 
ihe happy millennium. Such an 
extenfion of the import of the vi- 
fion, is rather agreeable to the 
inalogy of divine prophecy, re- 
ine€ting the Redeemer’s kingdom, 
which ufually embraces, not one 
event individually, but a feries of 
svents of the fame kind 
_ Whatever conclufion may be 
formed touching the extent or ap 
pheation of this vifion, it is ex- 
seedingly manifeft frommapy {crip- 
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ture prophecies, that, not far from 
the time of the calling in of the 
Hebrews, there will be a general 
revival of pure Chriftianity, which 
fhall extend to all nations, and 
“the earth fhall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the wae 
ters cover the fea.’ 


Conclufion. 

We clofe our difcourfe on this 
divine vifion, with the following 
reflections. 

1. We fearn the benefit of an 
acquaintance with fcripture pro- 
phecy. 

The prediétions of holy ferip- 
ture are the fame to us in regard to 
events which are future, that the 
facred hiftory is as to the events 
which are paft ; with this differ- 
ence, however, that paft events 
derive their principal importance 
from connection with the future, 
and as divine operations advance, 
the field widens, and the profpeé 
becomes exceedingly interefting 
and important. It is the object of 
{cripture prophecy, to reveai to us 
the ends which God will obtain by 
all his great works recorded in the 
bible-hiftory, and the means by 
which he will obtain them. Crea- 
tion, the fallof man, the work of 
redemption, the whole fcheme of 
the moral and providential govern- 
ment of God, and all the dark 
and myfterious events in all ages 
will be cleared of their darknefs 
and myftery, in the accomplifh- 
ment of prophecy. This is effect- 
ed by “the Lamb that was flain.”” 
He has already taken the book and 
is opening the feals.* 

Hence it is efpecially the duty 
and privilege of Chriftian minifters, 
who mutt be able to teach others, 
and to feed the fheep and lambs of 
Chritt; to ftudy feripture prophe- 


* Rev. v. 9. 
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4t4 The leaft in the kingdom of heaven. 


cies, and be able to bring from that 
divine treafure “ things new and 
old.” In this courfe we may edi- 
fy ourfelves and thofe who hear us, 
andbe “ fcribes well inflruG@ed in- 
to the kingdom of God.” 

That we may ftudy with fuc- 
cefs, we muft ftudy with humility, 
dependence on divine teaching, an 
ardent defire to know the mind of 
the fpirit, that we may honor God 
and be ufeful to men ; and with 
humble fupplication for his fandti- 
fying, and enlightening influences, 
that we may behold che wonder- 
ful things contained in his word. 

2. We learn the importance of 
living by faith on the word of God. 
This applies to all parts of divine 
revelation, but efpecially, to the 
prophetic fcriptures. ‘ Faith is 
the fubftance cf things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not feen.”’ 
It brings future and diftant events 
prefent tothe mind, and produces 
effeéts fimilar to what would exilt 
if they were prefent. 

Hence Abraham, Jooking, by 


faith, through prophetic vifion, 





* faw Chrift’s day and he rejoiced 


and was glad.* 


The effets of divine faith will. 


be fimilar in us, and furnifh fup- 


darkeft events and moft trying af- 
fictions. 

Faith, in proper exercife, will 
alfo overcome the world, reduce 
the power of lufts and temptations, 
and animate us to engage in the 
moft difficult and trying duties, 
and to encure to the end. 

Let all our ftudies be fubordina- 
ted to the faith of the gofpel and a 
hfe animated by it, in the fervice of 
God and man, and in a prepara- 
tion for death and heaven. 

3- This fabjeét furnifhes fub- 
Rantial encouragement fur the moft 


* John viii. 56. 
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diligent and perfevering exertions 
in the caufe of the divine Saviour 
—for the promotion of pure reli- 
gion among ourfelves, and in our 
new fettlements, and among the 
heathen on our borders. 

We are encouraged to be inflant 
in prayer for the fuccefs of the gof- 
pel—for the prefence of God with 
his minifters—with our Miffiona- 
ries, and with all the Miflionary 
Societies in the United States, and 
in Europe—for the revival of pure 
Chriftianity and the {pread of the 
gofpel to all nations, and efpecially 
that the Jews may partake in its 
faving power. 

The prophecies and promifes of 
holy fcripture, lay abundant foun- 
dation for the prayer of faith. Let 
our humble fupplications meet and 
unite at the throne of Grace, that 
God would gracioufly “ remem- 
ber his covenant with Abraham, 
and remember the land.” 


PHILANDER. 


The leaft in the kingdom of heaven. 


OHN the Baptift was as great 
a prophet as any who, before 


him, had been born of women. 
| But, faid Chrift, “ He that is leaft 
port and confolation under the | 


| 


| 





in the kingdom of heaven is great- 
erthan he.” ‘Tome it appears an 
eafy and natural expofition, to un- 
deritand the word prophet, as an- 
nexed to theword leaf. ~The lea/! 
prophet, in the kingdom of heav- 
en, is agreater prophet than John 
the Bapritt. 

By a prophet, in this place, is 
meant an infpired teacher, who had 
the fpirit of prophecy in the church, 
after the refurreétion and exalta- 
tion of Jefus Chritft. 

By the kingdom of heaven, is 
meant the church itfelf, under the 
new and aft difpenfation of it. _ 

Although Chrift fet up this 
kingdom, by his own power and 
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agency ; yet he was pleafed to give 
« fome apoftles ; and fome proph- 
ets; and fome evangelifts; and 
fome paftors and teachers; for 
the perfeéting of the faints ; for 
the work of the miniftry ; for the 
edifying of the body of Chrift.” 
Chrift, therefore, {peaking of a 
charaéter fimilar to John the Bap- 
tilt, had reference to the real 
prophets, which fhould appear in 
his kingdom, which was then 
about to be eftablifhed. 

Mere teachers may be called 
prophets ; but to fuch, it is evi- 
dent, Chrift did not refer, when 
he {poke of a charaéter, more em- 
inent than that of John the Bap- 
tit. And as the apoflle diftin- 
guifhed prophets from evangelifts 
and others ; fo it is natural to fup- 
pofe, that Chrift did, in the cafe 
before us: For real prophets were 
the charaéters then under confid- 
eration. 

To me it appears to have been 
the defign of Chrift, in his dif- 
courfe, to fet forth the peculiar 
light and glory of his kingdom, on 
earth, under this new and laft dif- 


penfation ; and, that he did it, | 
by obferving, that the prophets, un- | 


der this, fhould be greater, than 
under any former difpenfation. 
This is the light, in which the 
paffages alluded to in Matt. xi. and 
Luke vii. are viewed by many ; 
and in this conftruction, there ap- 
pears to be nothing ftrained, no- 
thing obfcure, nothing inconfiftent 
with moit obvious truth. Thofe 
prophets who lived after Chrift’s 


Holy Ghoft, and who had been 
witnefles of what he had done and 
taught ; mult have had far greater 
acquaintance with the nature and 
glory of Chrift’s kingdom, and 
mult have been led much farther 


glory of the church, and of the 
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| glories of the final judgment, and 
of the eternal ftate, than any of 
the ancient prophets; or even, 
than John the Baptilt. 

Whoever carefully obferves the 
prophecies of the apoftles, and ef- 
pecially of John in the Revelation, 
is fenfibly {truck with the fuperior- 
ity of thefe laft prophets ; and itis 
eafy to fee the declaration of Chrift 
verified, when he was fpeaking of 
the comparative greatne/s of pro- 
phets, that he who is Jeaft in the 
kingdom of heaven, is greater than 
John the Baputt. 

From this view of the fabjeét, 
we learn, that the glory of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom ts progreflive 
in this world ; and, from analogy, 
we infer, that the church will rife 
in glory in the world of fpirits till 
the refurrection of the dead ; and 
appear in fupcrior glory at Chrift’s 
right hand in the great, decifive 
day ; and probably, rife and in- 
creafe in glory forever and ever. 


A. B.C, 
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| threatening diforder. 


| of heavea. 


T is very natural for finful crea 
tures to delay the concerns of 
their fouls, until a future and more 
convenient feafon. And though 
multitudes live inattentive to reli- 


| gion, in a time of health and prof- 


perity ; yet there are but few who 
difcover no anxiety refpecting their 
eternal ftate, when they view death 
/mear at hand. And fome, who 


‘have fpent their lives in wicked- 
'nefs, have manifefted great re- 
refurrection, and the gift of the 


morfe and penitential forrow for 
their fins, when feized with fome 
Amengtt 
thefe, fome have obtained a hope 
before they Jeft the world, that they 
had become new creatures—that 


| their fins were forgiven, and that 
into a view of the latter day 


they fhould erter into the kingdom 
Others haye diced un- 
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der preat darknefs, and perplexity 
of mind. 

How large a proportion af peo- 
ple are converted on a death-bed, 
no man has any werrant to deter- 
mine. But we have reafon to fear 
the number is fmall. I can recol- 
le&t but one inftance, mentioned 
in the facred writings, of a perfor 
becoming a fincere penitent, in the 
Jaft hours of his life : viz. the thief 
upon the crofs. And tho’ this in- 
ftance may teach us, that none ought 
to defpair of mercy, who have 
neglected repentance ’till life is near 
a clofe ; yet from what has actually 
taken place in numerous inftances, 
and from the treachery of the de- 
praved heart, we have reafon to 
fear, but few death-bed reforma- 
tions are genuine. 

1. We find that many perfons, 
who have exhibited the marks of 
penitence, when they viewed them- 
{elves near eternity, have again re- 
covered their health, and when 
placed in their former {tate of prof- 
perity, all their religious exercifes 
have difappeared, and their good- 
nefs, like that of Ephraim’s, has 
proved as ‘a morning cloud and 
as the early dew that goeth away.” 
If there isany difference betwixt 
their former, and their latter courfe, 
it is for the worfe, and not for the 
better. Had fuch perfons have 
died, they muft have gone to per- 
dition, notwitlaftanding their appa- 
rent reformation. 

2. We find the hearts of fin- 
ners are fo full of deceit, they will 
appear to relent, and to manifeit 
fubmiffion to God, and a willing- 
nefs to comply with any terms, 
when they view themfelves in im- 
minent danger of death and mifery. 
Thus when the people of Ifrael 
faw the fearful manifeltations of 
the power and majelty of God, at 
Mount Sinai, they very readily 
promifed, “ All thet the Lord 
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hath fpoken we will do.” But not 
more than forty days after this, 
they were dancing and /bouting a. 
round a molten calf. 

When finners view themfelves in 
the hands of an angry God, and 
confcience points them to a dreadful 
hell, they will make the moft fo. 
lemn vows of repentance and refor. 
mation ; and it frequently happens, 
that after a few ferious exercifes, 
and what they call fervent pray- 
ers, they imagine God is pleafed 
with them, and that Chrift loves 
them, and will fave them ; this 
thought excites a felfith affection, 
which they miftake for love to 
God, and thus therefore begin to 
hope for heaven. But, 

3. Tho’ there fhould be fome 
inftances of faving converfion ona 
death bed ; yet how inconceivably 
great muft be the danger of thofe, 
who delay till that feafon ? Many 
are then bereft of their reafon ; 
others are fo racked with pain that 
their thoughts are fcattered and 
confufed. Some flatter themfelves 
they fhall recover their health; 
others though convinced they mult 
die, remain ftupid till their laf 
gafp. And what a great propor- 
tion of mankind, are {truck out of 
time, without a moment’s warning ! 
And were people certain of having 
particular warning of their latter 
end, and of having fome penitent 
exercifes on a dying bed ; yet itis 
worthy of obfervation, that all 
perfons need fome time and oppor- 
tunity, for the trial of their love, 
their faith and repentance that they 
may know whether their religion 
is genuine, or whether they are 
deftitute of root in themfelves. 
Who, that has but a few days or 
hours on earth, after his fuppofed 
converfion, can tell whether his 
faith would endure the fiery trial, 
to which Chriftians are expofed, 
and be found * unto praife, and 
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honor and glory, at the appearing 
of Jefus Chrift.” 

4. Whatever may have taken 
place with fome finners in their laft 
hours, yet who, that has a proper 
view of the charaéter of God, of 
the worth of Chrift, or of the pre- 
cioufnefs of the foul and of eter- 
nal falvation, will run the dread- 
ful hazard of putting off the all- 
important bufinefs of religion, till 
the laft hours of life? Do not all 
who have right conceptions of God 
and eternity, view their whole life, 
fufficiently fhort, to ferve the Re- 
deemer, and to gain a clear evi- 
dence of their title to heaven? Do 
not fincere Chriftians, who for ma- 
ny years have been devoted to the 
fervice of religion, findtheir growth 
in grace fo fmall, and their attain- 
ments in the divine life fo low, 
that they are frequently filled with 
fear and trembling, left they fhould 
turn out hypocrites in the end ? 

5. All delaying finners are guil- 
ty of the higheft prefumption. 
They are liable each moment to 
be cut down, as cumberers of the 
ground, and to have their portion 
appointed with hypocrites, and un- 
believers. 


{ 





Do any take encour- | felf. 
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when diftrefs and anguifh cometh 
upon you: Then fhall they call 
upon me and I will not anfwer ; 
they fhall feek me early, and fhall 
not find me.” 

JETHRO. 





To THe Epitors oF tHE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


IF you judge the following 
to be calculated to promote the de- 


fign of the Magazine, pleafe to 
publith it. 


d 3 HERE is no inquiry, which 
a perfon can make, more 
important than this, am I interef- 
ted in the great falvation of the 
golpel ? Have Ia title to the great 
and important bleflings of the cov- 
enant of grace ? No true and ra- 
tional peace can be enjoyed, un- 
lefs a perfon has good evidence of 
fuch an intereft and title. He 
muft, otherwife, confider himfelf 
as liable, every day to plunge into 
remedilefs ruin. 

It is a queftion that one, who 
has a proper concern for his own 
well-being, will daily put to him- 
As itis of great moment, 


agement from the converfion of | that every individual obtain fatis- 
the thief, to defer the bufinefs of | faétion, on this fubjeét, an in- 
their falvation ? Let them confider, | quiry into the proper and direé& 


that he never had been favored | evidence of being 


an heir of the 


with fuch fpiritual advantages as | gofpel falvation, will not be efteem- 


thofe, who are bronght up under | ed uninterefting. 


the clear light of the gofpel. 


It would natu- 


| rally be fuppofed, that the gofpel, 


And let all who are delaying | which wholly relates to the falva- 
the work of their falvation, attend | 


to the folemn words of an infpired 
writer : ** Becaufe I called, and 
ye refufed, I ftretched out my 
hand and no man regarded ; but 
ye have fet at nought all my coun- 
fel and would none of my reproof ; 
1 alfo will laugh at your calamity, 
and mock when your fear cometh : 
when fear cometh as defolation, 
and deftrudtion as a whirlwind ; 

Vou. I. No. 11. 





tion of men, would contain fome 
fure marks of a title to the falva- 
tion it offers. And whoever at- 
tends, carefully, to the inflructions, 
contained in the gofpel, on this 
fubject, will find, that the heir of 
glory has marks and evidences of 
his being fet apart and defignated 
for glory, which are clear and de- 
cifive. That heirfhip become evi- 


dent, it is neceflary, that there.be 
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fomething in or belonging to a per- 
fon, which is peculiar to the heir 
of glory, and cannot be found in 
any other perfon. That which is 
common, to thofe who are fet apart 
for falyation and to thofe who have 
no part or lot in it, can give no 
fatisfaction, or afford any evidence 
of a perfon’s belonging to the re- 
deemed. 

The inquiry is, what is that in 
mer, which will certainly and in- 
failibly determine them to be heirs 
of the filvation of the gofpel ? 
That there is fomething of this na- 
ture and what itis, 1 apprehend is 
clearly taught in Ephefians, chap. 
i. 13, 14 verfes. * In whom ye 
alfo trujled, after that ye heard 
the word of truth, the gofpe of 
jeur faivation 3 in whom, aifo af- 
ter that ye believed, ye were sRALED 
with that holy {pirit of promife. 
Which is the Eagnest of our inher- 
itance, until she redemption of the 


purchafed poffeflion, unto the praife | 


of his glory.’—Qn reading this 


paflage, it will appear extremely | 
evident, to the attentive mind, that | 
the believer, who is the only heir | 


of falvation, has a mark, or fome- 
thing belonging to him which de- 


vation, till he fhall actually enter 
on the purchafed poffeffion. 
hath fealed them with the holy 
{pirit of promife, which is the earn- 
eft of. &c. ‘The ul: of the feal is, 
to maik and defignate. It marks 
and ratifies an inftrument. An 
carneft, is fomething given before- 
hand, to ratify, bind and con- 
firm a bargain. In like manner, 
the apoftle, in the paffage under 
confideration, teaches us, that the 
blefled God gives fomething before 
hand, to affure the heir of glory 
of histitic to the heavenly inhert- 
tance, till he fhall actually enter 
upon the poflcthon of it The 
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wordsfurtherclearly teachus, what 
that is which aétually /eals the title 
and is an earneff, or fomething giy- 
en to the believer and heir of glo- 
ry, to aflure him of his heirfhip ; 
and that is, the holy /pirit of prom. 
ife. “ After that ye believed, ye 
were fealed with that holy /pirit of 
promife, which is the earneft,” &c. 
The holy fpirit of promife is cer. 
tainly the feal and earneft. {t is 
that which defignates and affures, 
that a perfon is fet apart as an heir 
of glory. And this is fpoken of, 
as being a mark which is univerfal. 
ly applied, as being common to 
all believers, and refpeting all 
the heirs of falvation. “ After 
that ye believed ye were fealed, &c. 

There is, therefore, in every 


| heir of glory, a diftinguifhing mark 
of heirfhip. The mark and dif. 


tinguifhing charaéteriftic is, the 
gift of the holy fpirit of promife. 
An inquiry will here arife, how 
and in what fenfe, is the holy fpirit 
of promife given to believers, or 
the heirs of falvation ? This, un- 
doubtedly, has reference to fome 
influence or operation of the fpir- 
it of God, on the heir of glory. 


| The fpirit of God is given to men, 
fignates, and is given to aflure his | 
mind, of his title to the ; ofpel fal- | 


in various fenfes. Sometimes as 
an immediate revealer of truths. 
Sometimes as an awakener of the 
confciences of men.—Sometimes 
as a fandifer of the hearts of men. 
In the prefent cafe, there is a re- 
{pe&t had to fuch kind of influence 


_and operation, as is common to 
| believers, and as is peculiar to 


them. It is therefore certain, 
that the gift of the fpirit of 
promife, refrcéted in the text, has 
nota reference to firch influence, 
as confifts in an immediate revela- 
tion of newtruths ; cr awakening 
the confciences of men ; for fuch 
influences of the fpirit, have been 
given to wicked men and finners, 
or unbelieyers—The gift of the 
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holy fpirit of promife, asta feal 
and earneft of falvation muft, there- 
fore, have a refpect tohim asa 
fanétifier—to his fanétifying influ 
ence or operation. This is the 
only operation, which can be 
peculiar and common to believers. 
This was the legacy which Chrift 
left his difciples. And the apoftle 
John fays, “* Hereby do we know 


that we dwell in him and he in us | 
becaufe he hath given us of his | 
And hereby do we know | 


{pirit. 
that he abides in us, by the fpirit he 
hath given us.” And that the 
{pirit in his fanétifyiog influence is 
meant, is further evident, as fuch 
influences are peculiar to believers, 
as they qualify for heaven—as they 
are a prefervative again{t apoftacy, 
andas they actually begin falva- 
tion in the foul—and carry a fore- 
tafte and anticipation of the joys 
of falvation. 

It may be neceffary to obferve 
further, that the gift of the fpirit, 
in his fanétifying influence, in the 
text, has not a refpeét to fome 
tranfient influences of tbat nature, 
but to fuch as are permanent—to 
fuch as are abiding. It means, 
thatthe fpirit of promife is given 
to dwell perpetually with them ; 
or as it is expreffed in the paflage 
before cited, “ until the redemption 
of the purchafed poffeffion.” 

The holy fpirit givea in this 
fenfe, isa moft diftinguifhing mark 
of heirfhip. Itisa mark which 
fatan cannot afhx were he ever fo 
defirous of it; nor would he do 
fuch a work, were it in his power. 
it isa mark whichnone but God 
can fet. And all this accords with 
innumerable other expreffions in 
facred writ. In this fenfe, the 
fpirit witneffes with the fpirit 
of believers, that they are the fons 
of Gad.—And believers have the 
witnefs—theevidence in them/elves, 
thatthey are the children of God, 
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It is ftamped upon their hearts. ~ 
They carry about the witnefs with 
them wherever they go. 

It follows, from thefe obferva- 
tions, that whenever perfons have 
evidence, that they are thereal 
fubjects of the fantifying influen- 
ces of the fpirit of God, they 
have proportionable evidence, that 
they are the heirs of falvation ; 
but otherwife, that they have no 
part nor lot inthis matter. And 
no concern, no joys or comforts 
carryanyevidence of heirfhip, any 


| furtherthan they fanétify and make 


men holy. 

It may be afked, how can a per- 
fon determine, that the fpirit, as a 
fanétifier does dwell within him. 

The anfwer is, in general, in the 
fame way that a perfon can deter- 
mine, that the fpirit of this world 
dwells in him. He would con- 
clude thus, from finding that his 
heart, feclings and affections cen- 
tre in this world, and from his 
being principally ative init. In 
the fame way a perfon muft and 
may determine, relative to the holy 
{pirit of promife dwelling in him. 
If he is made really holy, if his 
heart, feelings and affections cen- 
tre in God and in fpiritual things ; 
and he is above allaé¢tive in them, 
and does live a holy and fpiritual 
life,he may conclude that the fpir- 
it dwelleth in him. 

But my limits will not permit 
me to enlarge any further here. 
On the whole, it appears from 
what has been faid, that the heir 
of falvation hath fomething in him- 
felf, which is abfolutely difcrimi- 
fating—that he is under as good 
advantages to determine his ftand- 
ing, relative to futurity, as refpec- 
ting this world; having ‘‘ the evi- 
dence in himfelf.” 

And it appears, from hence, 
that frequent, faithful and diligent 
felf-examination is a moft intereft- 
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ing and important exercife and du- 
ty. Itisinthis way alone, that 
perfons can determine their own 


- {piritual ftate. They “can, in no 


other way arrive to a knowledge 
of it. If perfons deceive them- 
felves here they will be deceived 
refpectingtheirfpiritual ftate. Ev- 
ery one fhould examine himfelf, 
with ail the impartiality, with which 
he will be tried, when he comes 
to appear at the bar of the final 
Judge. 
EUSEBIUS. 





Mn account of a work of Divine 
grace in a Revival of Religion, 
in a number of Congregations in 
New-England,in the years 1798 
and 1799, ina ferics of Letters 
to the Editors. 


{Continued from page 386. ] 


LETTER XVIII. 
Second letter from the Kev. Joseru 
Wasusurn of Farmington. 


GENTLEMEN, 
Greeable to the intimation 
given in my firft letter, I 
now refume the fubje& of the late 
revival of re'igion among the peo- 
ple of my pattoral charge. 

In this letter I purpofe to give 
you a fummary account of feveral 
particular cafes. laminduced to 
this from a belief, thatit will give 
variety to the fubject and render 
it more interelting to many—an¢ a 
hope that it may be of fpecial ad- 
vantage to individuals in fimilar 
circumftances with thofe refped- 
ed, if, as is not improbable, this 
narrative fhould ever fall into the 
hands of fuch. The molt eligible 
method, it is conceived, of doing 
this, is to introduce the perfons 
themfelves to repeat their own ex- 
ercifes, in the firft perfon, and, as 
far as practicable, in their own 
language. ‘This gives the reader 














426 Revival of Religion in Farmington. [May, 


an opportunity to be fo far, a fpec- 
tator of the work,and to hear and 
judge for himfelf. I have accord. 
ingly adopted this method, and fe. 
le&ted the following cafes. 

The firit is of a man about 30 
years of age ; ofa religious family 
and a good underftanding. He 
was in the view of the world a 
good man—a praying man; and 
one who was not confidered by a- 
any who were acquainted with him 
as inclined to be enthufiaftic, or, 
fubject to any uncommon dejec- 
tion or gloominefs of mind. As 
he had enjoyed fpecial advantages, 
by means of a religious education, 
to know himfelf, and be influenced. 
to his duty : fo he was alfo called 
upon, and peculiarly tried by dif- 
trefling and alarming providences 
—-particularly by the very fudden 
death of his two only fons, within 
a few days of each other, in the 
fall of 1798. This diftrefling 
fcene awakened him to fome con- 
cern and attention at firft ; but it 
very foon paffed off and he became 
as carelefs and inattentive as ever 
—living, however, as before, in 
the formal obfervance of family re- 
ligion and external morality. At 
length in the month of February 
following, God was pleafed, by his 
Almighty fpint to fix that con- 
vidtion of fin and fenfe of guilt on 
his mind, which the moft powerful 
means and awakening calls of his 
providence and word,had not been 
abie todo. From this time I hhall 
give the exercifes of his mind as I 
took them and committed them to 
writing from his mouth, chiefly 
his own Janguage, and in fome pla- 
ces, verbatim. His narrative, 
which | found to be the fame he 
had given me long before,when he 
had no idea of its being made pub- 
lic, was as follows : 

‘ I was firft awakened at a lec- 
“ture which I attended ina neigh- 
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‘ boring fociety. The truths which 
‘I then heard had a very power- 
‘ ful effe&t on my mind. I was in 
‘ great diftrefs under a fenfe of fin 
‘and guilt, and my diftrefs con- 
‘ tinued and increafed for two or 
‘ three weeks, when I found a fer- 
‘mon by Dr. Doddridge upon the 
‘ diverfity of the operations of the 
‘fpirit. Before this 1 had no idea 
‘ that I had experienced any thing 
‘ of true religion; but after reading 
‘ that book I began to feel more 
‘eafy. For feveral days I thought 
‘I loved to pray and to read the 
‘{criptures. But the next Sabbath 
‘ I heard a difcourfe which in fome 
‘meafure confounded me. The 
‘ defign of it was to defcribe the 
‘nature of true religion and dif- 
‘ tinguifh it from that which origi- 
‘ nates in felfifhnefs. The obfer- 
‘ vations appeared to be juft and 
‘fcriptural, and yet to be againft 
‘me. A few days after this I be- 
‘ gan to have heart-rifings againft 
* God, and was filled with pain and 
‘ oppofition, whenever I faw others 
‘ appear to delisht in God and re- 
‘ligion. After this 1 had a great- 
‘ er fenfe of the plague of my heart 
‘than ever before. My mind had 
‘been more fixed before this, up- 
‘on particular outbreakings of fin. 
‘ But now I was led toa fight and 
‘fenfe of the fountain of wicked- 
‘nefs within me, from which all 
‘had flowed—and I was convin- 
‘ced that I was an enemy to God. 
‘ Before this, when I thought or 
‘fpoke of my fins, I often thed 
‘tears, but now I was unable to 
‘weep. 1 confidered this, at that 
‘time, as the effet of a preater 
‘ degree of hardnefs and ftupidity. 
‘ And it appeared to me to be oc. 
‘ cafioned by converfing with Chrif 
‘tians and minifters. ‘The more 
‘ I converfed with them, the more 
‘hard and unfeeling I feemed to 
‘grow; and it was fupgelted to 
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‘my mind that I had better whol- 
‘ly avoid them. 

* About the firft of April my 
* diftrefs of mind was fo great that 
‘I had no appetite for food, and 
‘ could get but little eft by night 
‘orday. For about two months 
‘I rarely flept more than half an 
‘hour or an hour ina night. In 
‘ feveral inftances I {pent the whole 
‘ night witheut fleep, in great apo- 
‘ny of mind, looking one. way 
‘and another for relief. At one 
‘ of thefe times, among other thinps 
‘ my mind turnec upon the fubject 
‘of the truth of the f{criptures. 
‘I queried with myfelf whether 
‘ there were not fome ground to 
‘ hope that the bible would prove 
‘to be falfe. It appeared that if 
‘I could believe there was, it 
* would give me relief—but | could 
‘not fora moment. I knew and 
‘felt it to be the truth and the 
‘ word of God, tho’ I had no love 
‘for it. I could therefore find no 
‘relief ; but was filled with fuch 
‘an apprehenfion of the miferies 
‘ of the damned, that I thought I 
‘ fhould lofe my reafon. 

* My health was now bro’t fo 
‘low by means of the anguifh of 
‘my mind, and want of reft, that 
‘I was obliged entirely to defift 
‘from labor, and apply to a phy- 
‘fician. And as I viewed my- 
‘felf one of the greateft finners 
‘in the world, I thought it likely 
‘ God was about to take me out 
‘ of the world, and deftroy me as 
‘an example and warning to oth- 
‘ers. Indeed my diftrefs was fo 
* preat that 1 did not with to live 5 
‘and I began to be under tempta- 
‘ tions to deftroy myfelf. 

‘ Being at this time unable to 
‘attend public worfhip, I did not 
‘reoret it; for preaching or reli- 
‘ gious converfation, or whatever 
*bro’t up the character of God, 
‘was exccedingly painful to me. 
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*I was unwilling alfo, that my 
‘wife or friends fhould attend 
«meeting: and I endeavored to 
¢ prevent them as far as I poflibly 
€ could with decency ; or fo as not 
“to have my motives difcovered. 
« For I could not endure to have 
‘them, or any others, enjoy any 
comfort and fatisfaction in reli- 
gion. The happisefs of others 
“in religion, and the fervice of 
* God, was a fource of torment 
*to me. J found alfo, as I tho’t, 
* that I did not love my friends ; 
‘and that I had not that regard 
* and tendernefs for my wife and 
* child which Lufed to have. And 
* whenever I heard of any perfon’s 
* being of a good difpofition, it 
* wouid caufe my heart to boil 
* with a kind of envy. 

* After 1 had arrived at this 
* pitch, I would wilingly have 
* given ten thoufand worlds, if it 
* had been in my power, to have 
“been deprived of my reafon. 
¢ My confcience {tung me fo, that 
“I fhould have been willing to 
© change circumftances with a toad, 
* or the meaneft and vileft creature 
“that ever was. I would have 
* given any thing to be put out of 
*exiftence. I thought that if I 
‘knew that thoufands of years 
* would end the miferies of hell, 
* it would give me fome relief. I 
* tho’t if I could but juftify my- 
« felf and caft the blame upon God, 
“this would relieve my diftrefs. 
‘ But I felt this to be impoffible ; 
¢ and I faw my heart fo oppofed to. 
© God that I concluded 1 was left 
* by his fpirit, and was in an un- 
‘ pardonable ftate. A great part 
‘of the time I was in total def- 
‘ pair, and I tho’t I felt as mifera- 
* ble asthe damned. No one who 


“€has not experienced, can have 


© an idea of the diftrefs I endured. 
‘JT don’t think but that I could 
* have fat down and put both my 





‘ feet into the fire, and held them 
‘there, and borne the pain eafier 
‘than to bear what I did in my 
* mind. 

‘ In the month of July. my de- 
‘ {pair and diftrefs continuing, the 
‘ dreadful temptations to fuicide, 
* which | had before refifted, over- 
‘ powered me. During the dread- 
‘ful ftruggle in my mind, I was 
‘confcious that T was guilty of 
‘the moft heinous wickednefs, 
‘in harboring for one moment, 
‘ {uch fhocking temptations. The 
‘words of the fixth command- 
‘ ment were in my mind and I often 
‘ repeated them, ‘ thou Balt not 
‘ fill”? I knew what I was con- 
‘ templating would fix me in erd- 
‘lefs mifery. But this reply was 
‘fuggelted, that endlefs mifery 
* would certainly be my portion ; 
‘ and that the longer I lived to re- 
‘je the offers of falvation and 
‘fill up the meafure of my fins, 
‘the more dreadful would be my 
‘final doom. While thefe things 
‘ pafied in my mind, I was in fuch 
‘agony that the fweat rolled off 
‘ from me abundantly.’ 

After giving an account of his 
yielding to temptation, and, in 
feveral inftances making actual 
preparation to accomplith his dread- 
ful refolution ; and of the provi- 
dential circumftances by which he 
was very remarkably prevented, 
when fully refolved, and on the 
very point of executing his pur- 
pofe—he proceeded : 

* And now refleéting how many 
‘times and how providentially I 
‘ had been prevented from accom- 
‘plithing fo dreadful a purpofe, 
‘ the query rofe in my mind wheth- 
‘ er it was not poflible that I might 
‘ yet be brought to repentance, and 
‘be made a monument of the al- 
‘ mighty power and grace of God. 
‘And being at the fame time 
‘ ftrongly fufpeéted by my friends, 
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‘ and preffed exceedingly by them, 
‘to difclofe my temptations, as 
‘ the beft method of oppofing them, 
‘I complied, and found great re- 
‘lief. Nor did I after this find 
‘that degree of defpair in my 
‘mind, nor of rage and boiling 
‘ oppofition of heart to God, and 
‘the goodnefs and happinefs of 
‘ others, which I had before ex- 
‘ perienced—tho’ I was yet fora 
‘ Jong time in great diftrefs of mind. 
‘ But my diftrefs now, arofe not 
‘ fo much from feeling direst enmi- 
‘ty towards God, as from view- 
‘ing myfelf as one of the greate(t 
‘ of finners, in having thus refiited 
‘the ftrivings of his Spirit, and 
‘an apprehenfion that 1 mu(t have 
‘my portion with the fearful and 
‘ unbelieving, which I was fatisfied 
‘ would be jut. 

‘I continued in this ftate of 
‘ mind, from the forepart of Au- 
‘ guft ’till the latter part of Sep- 
‘tember or beginning of Oétober. 
* About this time I began to enter- 
* tain fome hope that I was recon- 
‘ciledtoGod. I thought I could 
‘take pleafure in meditating on 
‘the divine charatter, and thofe 
‘truths and doétrines of the gof- 
¢ pel which had once been fo pain- 
‘ful. It appeared that all God’s 
‘ ways were right and all his re- 
‘ quirements reafonable ; and that 
« it would be the greateft happinefs 
‘to be able to ferve him. Soon 
‘after [heard a Sermon from the 
“words, "© My grace is fufficient 
‘ for thee.” It was a text and 
‘fubjeét which came with great 
‘ powerand comfort upon my mind, 
‘and it appeared now more than 
‘ever, to be reafonable and defir- 
‘able, to fubmit myfelf into the 
‘hand of God, to be difpofed of 
‘ by him as he pleafes.’ 

Upon being afked whether he 
could fix upon any particular time 
in which he was reacwed and hum- 
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bled if ever—he replied, * I can- 
‘not: And I have often great 
‘ fears that I have never been truly 
‘humbled. But at times if my 
* heart does not deceive me, I feel 
‘a happinefs in meditating on the 
‘charader of God, and in the 
* thought that I am in his hands, 
* and that all things are at his wife 
* difpofal. And tho’ for the moft 
‘ part I derive a hope in his mercy 
‘through Jefus Chrilt, yet I am 
‘ fenfible that in myfelf I am infi- 
‘ nitely unworthyand ill-deferving ; 
‘ And that it would be perfeétly 
‘ juft and righteous in God to caft 
‘me off. And if this fhould be 
‘my portion, and it fhould finally 
‘appear that { had been left, for 
‘ my great wickednefs, to deceive 
‘ myfelf with a falfe hope, I could 
‘ have nothing to fay.’ 

Upon being afked what his pre- 
fent feelings were, towards care- 
lefs, impenitent finners, he replied, 
‘ I feel that they are to bepitied. It 
‘feems when 1 refle& upon it, as 
‘if I could not bear the thought 
‘ of any one’s going on, and final- 
‘ ly fuffering fuch a hell as 1 have 
‘tafted. Ancternity of fuch dif- 
‘trefs and torment as I experien- 
* ced for a time in my breaft, by a 
* view of the divine character, and 
‘ the happinefs of others in ferving 
© God, would be intolerably dread- 
* ful.” 

With refpeé to the dreadful de- 
gree of enmity, terror and defpair, 
which this perfon was the fubjeé& 
of according to his account, I 
would remark, that his appearance, 
at the time, was fuch as abundant- 
ly confirms it. It appeared to his 
friends, in the time, that if his 
fenfe of guilt and danger fhould be 
encreafed or continued much lon- 
ger, and his heart remain unhume 
bled,, he could not live —They 
trembled Ieft they fhould fee ia 
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plunging into death and cternal 
woe, rather than fubmit to a holy. 
and fovereign God, and accept the 
falvation of the gofpel. He was 
therefore a fubject of the earneft, 
private and public prayers of the 
people of God. : 

Another perfon, a youth, 1- 
fing of 20 years of age, gave me 
a narrative of which the following 
isan abftraét. It not only exhib 
its the native oppofition of the heart 
to the divine character, but fhows 
ina ftriking manner, the difpofition 
of the finner, when awakened to 
a fenfe of guilt and danger, to fly 
for relief to falfefchemes of religion, 
and various refuges of lies—and 
thatnothing but the Almighty Spir- 
it of God, is able to bow the heart 
into a fweet fubmiffion to the way 
of life in the gofpel. 

* My advantages have been great 
‘froma child) And I have often 
‘had fome concern of mind re- 
‘fpeéting religion ; but nothir 
‘ very f{pecial, ’till the time of the 
religious attention in this fociery 
four or five years ago. I was 
then confiderably imprefled—but 
my concern foon left me in a great 
meafure, and I lived in a {tate of 
careleffnefs and ftupidity, ’tiil the 
beginning of the fall 1793. A- 
bout this time a folemn providence 
was made a mean of alarming me, 
and awakening my attertion to 
my fpiritual ftate and profpedts. 
My anxiety for a time, was great, 
bat it was not long before I began 
to entertain a hope that I was in 
a fafe ftate, and was much re- 
lieved. But foon became con- 
vinced that [ was {till in the gall 
of bitternefs and bond of iniqui- 
ty; and that my hope had bee 
without any juft foundation. My 
anxiety therefore returned, and 
continued more or lefs ’till the 
winter following. In February, 
‘ before any appearance of uncom. 
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mon attention in the Society, my 
conviction and diftrefs of mind 
greatly increafed. I had a clear 
fenfe of my fin and guilt, and ex. 
perienced fenfible oppofition of 
heart againft God, and again{t 
the doGrines of the gofpel which _ 
I heard preached. g 1 was con- 
vinced of their truth and yet ha- 
ted them. —Often when I have 
heard them heldup with plainnefs, 
in the houfe of God, on the fab- 
bath, [have wifhed that I could 
be abfent. To be obliged to fiz 
and hear things fo difpulting, and 
yet which I knew were the truth, 
was exceedingly painful. The 
bible alfo, was to me a moft pain- 
ful and odious book. I could 
not endure to read it—every page 
appeared to be againftme. While 
in this fituation 1 looked on every 
fide for relief. —I fled to every 
thing for refuge, but to God — 
For atime I {trove hard to dif- 
believe the doftrines of the gof- 
pel. I fearched ditigently to find 
arguments againft them—particu- 
larly the doétrine of the endlefs 


* future punifhment of the wicked. 
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I liftened to the arguments of the 
Univerfalifts—-I endeavored to 
perfuade myfelf that God was 
fuch a merciful being that le nev- 
er would punifh any of mankind 
or at leaft, not with endlefs pun- 
if{hment—whatever might be their 
treatment of hiin, and of his 
Son, in this life. But all was in 
vain—the f{criptures weredecilive 
—and f was obliged to admit the 
neceflity of religion, and an in- 
tereft in Chrift, in order to any 
trug peace in this, or another 
world.—Accordingly I fet my- 
felf very earneftly, as I thought, 
to obtain it—labored hard tomake 
my heart better, and to recom- 
mend myfelf to the Saviour.— 
But finding all attempts of this 
kind fail-—and that the oppofition 
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‘of my heart continued, I fled 
‘ for refuge to Antinomianifm. I 
‘ thought it muft be impoflible for 
* a finner to love God, as long as 
* he fuppofed that his fins were not 
* forgiven, and that God was his 
‘enemy. I therefore endeavored 
‘ to think that Chrift had died for 
* me in particular, ard that my fins 
* were all pardoned—hoping that if 
‘ { could perfuade myfelf of this, 
‘it would give me peace, and be 
* unto me according to my faith— 
‘ or as I now view it, my vain felf- 
‘flattery. But I was not fuffered 
‘to wrap myfelf up in this delu- 
‘ fion.—I next attempted to per- 
‘ fuade myfelf that there was no 
‘ fuch thing as free moral agency, 
‘or accountability—nor any dif- 
"tinction between virtue and vice— 
‘ but that mankind were mere ma- 
‘chines, aétuated by a blind and 
‘ fatal necefity. But I was unable 
‘to reafon myfelf into a belief of 
‘this. Thad a confcioufnefs of 
‘ fin and guilt which I could not 
‘throw off.—lI felt my defert of 
‘ mifery and of the perfeét reafon- 
‘ ablenefs of my being required to 
‘ give my heart to God. My heart 
‘ however was {till oppofed—his 
‘ character and condu& L did net 
‘love—efpecially his leaving me 
‘in this fituation when he was able 
‘to deliver me, and did deliver 
‘others and give them hope and 
‘ comfort ; and whenever I heard 
‘ of any particular inftance of this 
‘it caufed the oppofition of my 
‘heart to rife very high. I was 
‘told that I muft fubmit. I at- 
‘tempted to do it—and to flatter 
* myfelf that I did fubmit—but my 
‘fubmiffion would aft no longer 
‘than till thecharacter of God 
* came clearly into view again :— 
‘ After thefe things I had a lively 
* fenfe of the hypoerify I had been 
‘guilty of in everything I had 
‘been doing.—That in all my 
Vou. I. No. a1. 





‘ ftrivings I had had no fincerity 
‘ or regard to God—but had been 
* actuated in every thing by perfect 
‘ felfifhnefs :—that all my cries to 
‘God had been mere mockery— 
‘ flowing from a heart totally oppo- 
‘ fed to him :—that in every pray- 
* er I had made for the Holy Spir- 
* it, God had feen that it was not 
‘ from the heart, but that my heart 
‘and words were at perfect vyari- 
‘ance. Never before, had I fuch 
‘ an idea of the plague of my heart 
‘—or of the fenfible enmity a- 
* gainft God, which an awakened 
‘ finner may be the fubje&tof My 
‘ diftrefs was now fuch that I tho’t 
‘ [could not endure it. I fleps 
* but little, and whenever I awoke 
‘ from fleep my diftrefs and anguifh 
‘come upon me ina moment. I 
‘ ufed to think that if I could but 
‘ be relieved for a few moments, it 
‘ would be more tolerable. But 
‘ I had no relief—and what added 
‘exceedingly to my diftrefs was 
* the thought that it would proba- 
‘ bly not only be conftant, but fore 
* ever. 

¢ But notwithftanding all my 
‘ difreis, yet I greatly dreaded the 
* tho’t of falling back into my for- 
‘mer ftupidity—being convinced 
‘that if I was given up to care- 
‘ leffuefs I fhould perifh, and that 
‘the light and conviction I had 
‘refilled would greatly aggravate 
* my condemmation. 

* Afrer continuing a while ia 
‘ this ftate, doubts began to rife in 
‘my mind refpedting the divinity 
‘of the fcriptures—I queftioned 
‘ whether the bible was the word 
‘ of God, and I even fometimes 
‘ harbored the tho’t that there was 
‘noGod! This, when I came to 
‘refle& upon it, if pofhible, ine 
‘ creafed my diltrefs. I viewed it 
‘ an evidence that I was left of 
*‘ God—and that I was about to 
. “ given up to delufion to believe 
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®alie. I now began to defpair of 
© ever being bro’t to repentance— 
* and for a confiderable time, ex- 
“cept at intervals, I chofe death 
‘rather than to continue in life. 
© I thought there was no happinefs 
© for me in this world, nor in the 
© next—and that the longer I lived 
‘the more intolerable wou!ld be 
my future mifery. In thefe 
¢ dreadful moments of defpair, the 
* moft fhocking temptations woul: 
* rufh upon me to dettroy myfelf— 
‘but thro’ the mercy of God I 
4) = * was preferved from a compliance 
“with them. 

vv” *Whiie under thefe temptations, 
(and during all the time of my 
© preateft diltrefs, I was very care- 
‘ful to conceal my feelings and 
*exercifes. For this purpofe, I 
«kept much alone, and endeav- 
*ored to avoid converfation as 
* much as pofhble. I felt afhamed 
* and afraid to let the ftate of my 
* mind be known—judging from 
* my own former views and feel- 
* ings refpe€ting fuch things, that 
* were I to relate what I experien- 
© ced, no perfon would credit me ; 
* and that I fhould be confidered, 
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* either as delirious or difpofed to 
‘deceive. Iam now fully corvin- 
© ced that my conduét in this ref- 
* pect, was unwife and injurious. 
* Had I freely opened my mind to 
* fome perfon acquainted with the 
* exercifes of finners under con- 
* vidétion, and the devices of Sa- 
*tan to deftroy them, I might 
“have been much relicved under 
* the defpair and temptations I ex- 
* perienced, and perhaps wholly 
* prevented from falling into them. 
* But God is wife in all he has per- 
* mitted to take place. And he is 
* infinitely merciful; or when I 
* was thus guilty of the heinous 
*fin of defpairing of his mercy, | 
*'T fhould have been immediately 
® deftroyed forever. | 
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_*my whole attention. 
| © gious duties of the family, to 





[May, 


* It was feveral months after I 
* began to be delivered from that 
‘defpair and peculiar diftrefs 
‘ which I have mentioned, before 
‘ I entertained a hope that the en- 
‘ mity of my heart was fubdued. 
‘I fix not on any particular time 
‘when this took place, if ever. 
‘I am far from being confident 
‘refpeéting myfelf—I know the 
* heart is deceitful above all things, 
‘and defperately wicked. Yet 
‘for the moft part I entertain a 
‘hope, grounded upon the fub. 
‘ mifon and peace, which, if I 
‘am not deceived, I fometimes 
‘find in contemplating the char- 
‘ acter of God and the Saviour, 
* and the truths and precious prom- 
‘ ifes of his word, and in a defire 
* to be conformed to his holy will.’ 

I will fubjoin a brief account of 
another cafe, the particulars of 
which are taken chiefly from the 
perfon’s own private writings, 
which had been penned for the 
help of memory foon after the 
events took place, and without th: 
leaft expectation of their conten‘: 
ever being made public. 

© Before the late awakening took 
‘ place, I was exceedingly carele/: 
* and ftupid refpefting the things 
‘of religion. The vanities and 
‘amufements of youth abforbed 
The reli- 


‘which I attended that I might 
* not difpleafe my friends, were a 
‘ very burdenfome fervice. I ufed 
‘to think I would give any thing 
* to live where I faou'd not be cal- 
‘led daily to attend family prayer. 
‘ Yet I vainly tho’t I approved of 
‘ religion, and had no idea that 1 
‘ was an enemy to God. It has 


|“ fince appeared very furprifing to 


‘me that I could live as I then did 
‘from year to year, and yet not 
‘confider myfelf an enemy to 
‘God, But in the time of the 
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‘ late awakening, thro’ the mercy 
‘of God, my eyes were opened 
‘on this fubjeét, and I faw myfelf 
‘ to be dead in trefpaffes and fins. 

‘Upon a certain evening 1 fell 
‘in company with feveral young 
‘ perfons, who had been ferioufly 
‘impreffed, and were greatly en- 
‘gaged, and apparently delight- 
‘ed in converfing upon religion 
‘and the wonderful work of God 
* in the neighboring towns. While 
* I fat and heard them I felt that 
‘I was very vile and finful—un- 
‘worthy tobe in their company, 
‘and incapable, with my prefent 
‘ feelings of enjoying it. 

‘I continued ferious and tho’t- 
‘fulthre’ the next day. On the 
‘ day following that, there was a 
‘public leéture. I attended and 
‘was powerfully imprefled with 
‘the truths which were delivered. 
‘Never, never did I hear a fer- 
‘mon till thatday. Every word 
‘came with power,and was fharp- 
‘er than any two-edged{word. I 
‘ was much affected and diftreffed 
‘thro’ all the exercifes ; but when 
‘ the congregation rofe to go out, 
‘I felt fuch aload of fin and guilt, 
‘that L could not ftand—and funk 
‘down upon the feat. After a 
‘ few moments I recovered myfelf 
‘and went out, but with a heavy 
“heart. In the eveaing . attend. 
‘ed another meeting. In the 
‘ courfe of the exercifes, my im- 
‘ preflions and agitation greatly in- 
‘creafed. Never before did 3 feel 
‘fuch diftrefs and trembling. ¢ | 
‘ knew not what to do nor how to | 
‘efcape the penalty of the divine | 
‘law. ButasI had been taught | 
‘ that there was no falvation but by ; 
‘ Jefus Chrift, L looked to him, as 
‘“Ithe’t to take my part againft | 





‘ the divine law, and plead in my , 
‘behalf with the Father. While , 
‘ I was in this frame of mind, a | 
“pfalm was read which appeared | 


‘to apply particularly to my cafe, 
‘ and feemed as if addreffed to me, 
‘and made a very great impreffion 
‘onmy mind. Ax the fame in- 
‘ftant I imagined I faw fufpended 
‘in the air, a vilible reprefenta- 
‘tion of the Lord Jefus Chrift 
‘upon the crofs. Uponthis I was 
‘filled with fuch joy that L could 
‘hardly refrain from crying out. 
‘ifaw nothing very glorious or 
‘lovely in him, only as being a 
‘ Saviour to deliver from punifh- 
‘ment; and as fuch I tho’t ¢ re- 
‘ ceived him, and rejoiced in him. 
‘Oh what reafon have [ ever to 
‘ adore the infinite goodnefs and 
‘mercy of God to me, a hell- 
‘ deferving finner, that he did not 
‘leave me, as I then was, to be 
‘deceived by the wickednefs o. 
‘my own heart, and the cevices 
* of Satan.’* 

‘ The rapturous joy which I 
* experienced at mecting continued 
‘ after I returned, and was fo great 
‘as to banifh fleep from my eyes 
‘a great part of the night. But 
‘ the next day the fcene was chan- 
‘ged. The diftrefs | endur-d io 
‘ the exercife of enmity and heart- 
‘ rifings againft God, was fuch as 
‘will never be effaced fom my 
‘memory. Upon that dreadful 
‘ day 1 was convinced that there 
‘ was indeed a hell, for I experi. 
‘enced its pains. Oh what dif- 





* Infinite goodnefs and mercy 
indeed! [It was a deliverance from 2 
dangerous delufjon—a narrow efcape 
from deftruction by the devices of Sas 
tan. Doubtlefs thoufands have been 


| thus deluded and deftroyed. How 


cautious ought awakened finners to be, 
left in the diftrefs and agitation of their 
minds, they make fome fuch applica- 
tion to themfelves, of a pfalm or text 


' of fcripture, or yield to fome fuch im- 


preffion upon the imagination, and 
thus fettle down upon a falfe hope. 
The laft ftate of fuch .an one mutt be 
far worfe than the firft, 
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‘trefsand enmity of heart did I 
“feel. I faw that Iwas dead in 
© trefpaffes and fins, and eternal 
¢ mifery appeared before me as my 
$portion, 1 was fenfible that 
© Chrift was able and ready to fave 
*—that he ftood inviting and en- 
* treating me in the moft earneft 
‘tender manner, to come un- 
*to himand find reft. But my 
© heart wasas hard asa ftone. and 
® refufed to afk or accept mercy. 


©1 felt as if I had rather perf | 


‘than to afk for mercy or accept 


the Saviour and give myfelf up | 
* to God in the way of the gofpel. | 


1 was alfo confcious that for this 


¢ obftinacy I was vile and criminal, 


Sand that I juftly deferved the 
§ mifery | dreaded. And yet my 
* proud and ob(tinate heart rofe 
© againft God for leaving me in this 
© firuation. 
“ ted that I had put myfelffo much 


€ tho’t | would endeavor to throw 


© I might be as eafy as before.— 
© And yetno fooner did I perceive 


© fuch thoughts rifing in my mind | ¢ nothing was required but a bro- 


“than tt filled me with trembling, | 
© being fenfible of the dreadful fit- | 


© uation I fhould be in, if left to 
© fall intomy former ftupidity. 

* In this diftrefs, a friend, per- 
© ceiving it, tenderly enquired the 
“ ftateof my mind and propofed 
€ joining in prayer. 
“words but not in heart. I had 
no difpofition to pray. While 
apparently joining in the duty, I 
“was full of enmity and _heart-ri- 
© fings againft God—and felt difpo- 
‘fed to ridicule and mock my 
‘ friend who was pleading for me 
¢ at the throne of grace I now 
thought that [ was a fingular in- 
¢ {tance of depravity,and was feel- 
‘ingly fenfible that nothing but 
‘the Almighty power of God, 
¢ was able to break down the hard- 
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_ © little before. 
‘that I could have entertained a 


I confented in | 





May, 


‘nefs and obftinacy of my heart. 
‘Yet fo inconfiftent was Las to 
‘ continue ftriving to do fomething 
‘ for myfelf—rather than fubmitte 
‘God. Thus I continued a fub- 
¢ je@ of various and confufed exer. 
‘ cifes,and in great agony of mind, 
‘formary hours. At length L 
‘ began to forget my diftrefs. My 
‘mind was wholly abforbed in 4 
* view of tie character of God and 
‘ Chrift. My heart feemed to be 
‘ drawn out in love tothe Saviour, 
‘ who now appeared excellent and 
‘glorious, the chief among ten 
‘thoufands. The views I now 
‘had of God and myfelf were ve- 
‘ ry different from what I had a 
I was aftonifhed 


* thought of attempting, as I had 


| * done that day, to make myfelf 
Sometimes I regret, | 


‘ better,or do any thing to recom- 


| © mend myfelf to the faver of od. 
‘in the way of conviétion, and | ‘I nowrealized my own infufficien- 
| ‘cy, and that 1 was 


* off all thoughts of religion, that | 


poor and 
‘ wretched and miferable and blind 
‘and naked. But I faw a glori- 
“ous fulnefs in Chrift, and that 


“ken and contrite heart. The 
* world appeared nothing worth.— 
*{ thought I could part with every 
‘ thing for the enjoyment of God. 
* Then I could kneel at the feet of 


| © Jefus and adopt the prayer of the 


* humble Publican, ** God be mer- 
‘ cifulto mea finner.” I rejoiced 
‘that there was fuch a being as 
* God at the head of the univerfe, 
* who had the difpofa! of all things. 
‘ I rejoiced to be in the hands of 
‘fucha Being, and felt a fweet 
‘ willingnefs to refign myfelf up to 
‘fuch a good and glorious God, 
* though I knew not how he would 
‘ difpofe of me. But I knew he 
‘would be jult and glorious, if he 
‘ fhould caft me off forever—and 
‘ my defire was, that the will of 


| “the Lord might be done, what- 
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‘ everbecame of me. The next day 
* I had fears that the peace and joy 
* I had experienced were from de- 
* Jufion ; and that I was given up 
* to the influence of Satan to be 
‘ deceived and deftroyed by him. 
‘ But fuch was the fenfe which I 
* foon had of the beauty and ex- 
* cellency of the divine character, 
* that the joy of my mind rofe {till 
* higher than before. Atthe fame 
¢ time I felt humble and more mean 
‘and vile than the duft: and I 
* woadered that God fhould con- 
‘ defcend to notice fuch a vile, 
‘ finful wretch, who was fo inca- 
‘pable of making any fuitable re- 
“turn, or being of any fervice to 
‘his caufe. I rejoiced however 
‘in the thought that God kaew 
‘his own defigns, and wife and 
* gracious plans—and that he knew 
‘ how mean and vile I was, before 
‘choofing me, and how litle I 
‘ could or fhould do for his glory. 

‘ Soon after this, my mind was 
* turned upon the perifhing flate of 
* finners ; and efpecially thofe who 
* were my acquaintance, and near 
‘ friends and relatives. Oh, what 
‘anxiety and pain did I feel for 
‘them! I attempted to reafon and 
‘ plead with them—not thinking, 
* at firft, but that the things which 
* now appeared fo important to me, 
* would equally engage their atten- 
‘tion. But finding myfelf in a 
‘ great meafure difappointed, 1 was 
‘ furprifed and grieved.— I had no 
*refort but to Him with whom 
‘ was the refidue of the fpirit— 
‘and I poured out my heart for 
‘them, in prayer, and with ma- 
‘ny tears. But this, again, upon 
* reflection, caufed me much dif- 
*trefs. I feared that my tears for 
* them were finful—that they pro- 
*ceedec from an unrcfigned will, 
* with refpe&t to their being at the 
‘fovereign difpofal of God. I 
‘knew indeed that he would be 
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‘ juft and glorious, fhould he leave 
‘them in ftupidity. Yet it dif. 
‘ trefled me greatly to fee them go- 
‘ing on carelefs and thoughtlefs, 
‘to appearance, plunging them- 
‘felves into endlefs ruin, and 
¢ wounding and crucifying the Son 
* of God, who died for them, and 
‘ in whofe merits there was a fuffi- 
‘ ciency for all who would come 
‘unto him. I thought I could al- 
‘ moft with to fuffer for them, if I 
‘might but fce them praife God. 
‘ it feemed to me that their falva- 
‘tion was much more important 
‘than mine, and that it was of but 
‘ little confequence what became 
* of me, a mean vile finner, whofe 
‘proper place was hell, if my 
‘ friends and acquaintance, and oth- 
* ers might bebrought topraife God 
‘and enjoy him forever. — But un- 
‘ der all my concern for others, as 
‘well as for myfelf, it gave me 
‘ great confolation to reflect that 
‘all things were in the hand of 
‘God, and that he would effeél 
‘ his own wife purpofes, and never, 
‘in any thing, be difappointed. 

* After a little time, when my 
‘mind had become more compo- 
‘fed I began to contemplate more 
‘ attentively, my fituation, and to 
* look forward upon what was preb- 
‘ ably before mein life. It feemed 
‘as if 1 had juft begun to live in 
* the world, and that | koew noth- 
‘ing as I ought, and had every 
‘thing to learn—having fpent 20 
‘ years of the prime of my life, in 
| * vain, and worfe than in vain, in 
| * the fervice of fin and Satan, and 
‘ina molt criminal negle& and ig- 
* porance of Goc and divine things. 
‘ Thad now a defire, if 1 was not 
* deceived, to be devoted to God, 
© and to redeem time for his fervice. 
‘I had a great fenfe however of 
“my weaknefs and infufficiency— 
¢ and the need of looking to Chrift 
6 for ftrength. My experience to 
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*the prefent day, has taught me 
¢ more and more, the neceflity of 
‘this. My on-y hope of perfeve- 
‘ring, then was, and ftill is, in 
“the power and grace of God.— 
¢ ‘fo him therefore will belong all 
*the glory, and let it be piven to 
© Him, for He is infinitely worthy ’ 

With refpect to the experiences 
of thefe perfiins, I defire it may be 
remembered, that they are not giv- 
en to be a teft by which others are 
to try themfelves. There is a great 
diverfity in the operations of the 
Spirit in awakening and converting 
finners, and we have no ftandard 
to which we are to bring ourfelves 
but the word of God. It is by 
no means fuppofed that all whofe 
hopes are well founded mutt have 
experienced the fame degree of dif- 
trefs, defpair of mercy, and hor- 
ror of mind, with thofe above men- 
tioned. Much lefs is it fuppofed 
that fuch things as fome which are 
there related are right, or to be 
approved of. They are expreffions 
of the moft dreadful enmity and 


hardnefs of heart, and therefore | 
mof{t abonimable in the fight of | 


God. ‘They are to be confidered 
as remarkable inftances—fuch in- 
ftances, however, as infinite wif- 


dom many times fuffers to take | 


place, to fhow the awful depravity 
of the human heart—and that it 
may appear from fact, that finners 
are capable of refifting the cleareft 
light and conviction, and will re- 
filt itin full view of the awful con- 
fequences, until God in fovereign 
mercy fubdue and humble them 
by the renewing influences of his 
fpirit. 

I would remark further, with 
refpeét to the perfons whofe expe- 
riences have been now related— 
and all who entertain a hope, and 
have been refpeéted in this narra- 
tive, that after all it is very pof- 
ible they may be deceived. We 
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{peak of them as hopeful converts 
——and we are bound in charity to 
do fo, as long as they do not cen. 
tradiét their profeflion by their ex. 
ternal conduct and deportment. 
*¢ But the Lord trieth the hearts.” 
We doubt not that they have been 
fubjefis of deep conviétion, and 
that many of them have experien- 
ced inexpreflible diftrefs, while in 
the dreadful wickednefs and obfti- 
nacy of their hearts, they have re- 
fifted the ftrivings of God’s Spirit. 
It is evident alfo that they are now 
relieved from this diftrefs. But 
whether their prefent relief and 
hope are the confequence of a re- 
newed, humble heart, or of their 
being left to blindnefs and felf-de- 
ception, muft be decided by their 
life and converfation, and the light 
of the great day. As yet we have 
not been pained with any inftances 
of fpecial declenfion or apoftacy. 
But it is not improbable, that, a- 
mong fuch a number, fome may 
hereafter prove to be of the char- 
acter of the {tony ground hearers. 
It certainly becomes all to give dil- 
igence to make their calling and 
ele&tion fure, and to be circumfpect 
and prayerful. This is important 
both as it refpeéts themfelves and 
the caufe which they have folemnly 
engaged to fupport. They are as 
a city fet on an hill, which cannot 
be hid; and the eyes of all are 
upon them. May God, whoalone 
is able, keep them from falling, and 
ftrengthen, eftablifh, fettle them, 
that they be not moved away from 
the hope of the gofpel, and that 
they may adorn the doétrine of 
God our Saviour in all things. 

It is now, at the date of this 
letter, more than a year and an 
half fince the awakening commen- 
ced. It continued about 7 or 8 
months without any evident ¢e- 
clenfion. After this there were 
but very few new inftances of con- 
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viction. But the attention to the 
things of religion continued, and 
ftill continues to be much greater 
than before the late awakening. 
And tho’ the ardor and fervency 
which at firft appeared, have con- 
fiderably abated, yet the ferious 
people, in general, appear enga- 
ged refpecting religion, and very 
defirous to grow in the knowledge 
of the feriptures. Our leétures 
and cenferences are about as fre- 
quent as they have been at any 
time (excepting the public le&tures 
at the meeting-houfe) and they are 
full, and appéar folemn. 


Since the number mentioned in 
my laft, nine have been added to 
the church, making in the whole, 
an addition of 70, in alittle more 
than one year. 


In view of what has taken piace 
in this fociety, we have abundant 
oceafion for gratitude, and humil- 
ity. The Lord hath done 
great things for us.” From fcenes 
of ftrife and unhappinefs we have 
been brought to a {tate of peace 
and great enlargement. Within 
about five years we have experien- 
ced two feafons of revival, by 
means of which about 160 have 
been added to the church, inthe 
whole time, and the number of 
profefling Chriftians more than 
doubled. At the fame time, we 
have occafion for trembling in view 
of the unhappy fituation of many 
amongi{t us, to whom the kingdom 
of God has been brought nigh, but 
who are ftill far from being awake 
and attentive to the things which 
belong to their peace. And we 
have reafon to fear, left by the un- 
fuitable returns of God’s people, 
as well as others the Holy Spirit 
may be grieved, and depart from 
us.—May the Lord quicken us, 
for his name’s fake 3 and revive a 
fpirit of prayer, here, and univer. 
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fally—and ‘ do good in his good 
pleafure unto Zion.” 
Iam, Gentlemen, yours, &c. 
JoserH Wasusurn. 
Farmington, Dec. 1800, 
( To be continued. ) 


A Narrative of the Converfion of 
a Family in the State of Dela- 
qare. 

(Continued from page 393.) 
UT it is time that I inform 
the reader of God’s condué 
with the other part of the family. 

This youngeft brother, after his 

converfion, was very earneft to 

convince his elder brother and fif- 
ter, refiding under the fame roof, 
of their loft and ruined ftate by 
nature, and the neceflity of the 
{pecial fovereign grace of God to 
change their hearts. Upon con- 
verfation the youngeft brother, foon 
found, by experience, the truth 
of this facred.paffage, “ A man’s 
foes fhall be thofe of his own houfe- 
hold.” Allthe ties of friendthip, 
which were drawn by natural af- 
fegtion and the force of a felf- 
righteous education, were broken 
inamoment. When the youngeft 
brother began to realize and feek 
the fpiritual good of the elder 
brother and fifter, they defpifed him 
for his love, and treated all his 
friendly advice and admonitions 
with contempt andfcorn. But the 
falvation of their fouls was fuch 
an important object in his view, 
that they always came to remem- 
brance at the throne of grace, in 
his retirement, when the eye of no 
being but God was upon him. 
Tho’ repeatedly fruftrated in his at- 
tempts to convince his kindred ac- 
cording to the flefh of their difeafe 
and remedy, yet he did not give 
over the purfuit.. Sometimes, he 
had ‘a gleam of hope, that the 

Lord would convert his brother 

and fifter ; and fometimes he was 
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fo difcouraged that he was tempted 
to think that fuch a defirable event 
would never take place. But a 
confideration that they were in the 
hands of God, and that God 
would glorify himfelf in refpeét 
to them, raifed him above all his 
difcouragements. When he was 
talking, one day, to his filter of 
the undone ftate of man by nature, 
and the neceflity of fovereign grace 
for falvation, the fifter, with 
warmth, replies, that fhe had not 
committed fins enough to condemn 
her, that fhe always lived a good 
moral life, and therefore it would 
be unjult in God to deftroy her, 
and that the was not afraid of it. 
Thus matters went on for about 
twelve months, when one day, 
in the afternoon, at the table, in 
the prefence of his elder brother 
and filter, the youngeft brother 
made fome obfervations on the hap- 
pinefs of heaven, in giving all hon- 
or and glory to God, and in feel- 
ing the divine glory to be the very 
good enjoyed in heaven. Upon 
thefe reflections, the elder brother, 
in a rage, threatened violence, if 
his younger brother did not hold 
his tongue.—The younger brother 
turned with an affectionate, folemn 
countenance, and faid, * brother, 
I am not angry with you.” The 
enraged brother faid no more, but 
appeared to be condemned in the 
view of his own confcience for his 
treatment of one whom he had the 
greateft reafon to believe fought his 
good. ‘Thisconference, in which 
love was manifefted on the one 
part and enmity on the other, made 
a fenfible impreffion on the con. 
{cience of the elder filter of both 
parties. She began thus to reafon, 
what can be the caufe when our 
younger brother is treated with 
fuch hatred and contempt, that he 
{till appears to treat his elder broth- 
er with kindaefs and affection ? Is 
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it, becaufe true religion infpires 
with feelings which I have never 
experienced ? She was, hortly 
after this taken with an indifpofi- 
tion of body, though not appa. 
rently dangerous ; but the diftrefs 
of her mind, under a view of her 
danger of perifhing forever, was 
much more keen than any bodi- 
ly pain. The younger brother, 
who but a little before, was treat- 
ed by this fifter with contempt, is 
now reforted to for counfel and 
direction concerning her eternal 
welfare. She at firft appeared to 
be in great dread of future mifery, 
but her conviction of fin was very 
{mall, for the only felt guilty for 
her external gaiety. Her younger 
brother endeavored to convince her 
that fhe had no thorough convic- 
tion of fin. He endeavored to 
convinceher of the exceeding depth 
of wickednefs and depravity of her 
heart. The firft difcovery which 
fhe gave him of her genuine con- 
viétion of fin, which was a few 
weeks after her firft diftrefs of foul, 
fhe gave him the great joy of hav- 
ing reafon to hope that fhe was 
truly converted.—-She frankly told 
him her whole heart, and how fhe 
felt towards him, while fhe was 
under diftrefs. She faid that fhe 
wanted him to give her comfort ; 
but that every repeated converfa- 
tion filled her mind with more keen 
diftrefs than fhe had before.—She 
faid fhe viewed him in time paft as 
very cruel in talking to her of 
her wickednefs and ill-defere and 
the reafonablenefs of cordially ac- 
knowledging the juftice of Godin 
her eternal damnation ; but now 
fhe viewed all fuch converfations 
as the effects of loving kindnefs ; 
for fhe felt that fhe wasa vile and 
hell-deferving creature.—-She feem- 
ed now to be pleafed with divine 
fovereignty, with particularelection, 
with God’s univerfal providence, 
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refpecting all events—the doétrine 
of man’stotal moral depravity— 
with the abfolute neceflity of {pe- 
cial,unfought fovereign grace in re- 
generating the foul, and that God 
fhould have all the glory of man’s 
falvation: She appeared to be 
pleafed with the infinite atonement 
of Chrift and with the plan of fal- 
vation founded on his righteoufnefs 
and death. From former hatred 
and contempt fhe turned toa warm 
and affectionate friendfhip to her 
brother. She appeared to perfe- 
vere in this begun path of righteouf- 
nefs and peace, and altho’ fhe had 
to pafs through many intervening 
clouds of dark trials, her path ap 
peared upon the whole, to fhine 
brighter and brighter through the 
courfe of a number cf years, after 
the firft appeared to be ina renew- 
ed ftate, and fhe at laft appeared to 
die in the triumphs of faith—and 
the lively hope of joining with the 
redeemed in heaven, in finging the 
fong of Mofes and the Lamb for- 
ever and’ ever. 

After the converfion of this fif- 
ter, the younger brother gained 
ttrength in the family, having an 
own fifter to join with him in talk- 
ing to his elder brother about the 
important things of religion. But 
while the younger brother lived in 
the family, there appeared no 
change in the elder brother and 
nothing like a rational conviétion 
of truth. But as the yaunger 
brother was engaged in the purfuit 
of leafning, with a view to the min- 
iftry, he found it convenient for the 
better profecution of his ftudies to 
remove to a Grammar {choo}, about 
forty-five miles diftant. In about 
iix months after his departure from 
his native bome, he received.a let- 
ter from his elder brother which 
appeared to favour of true religion. 
—He went to vifit his brother and 
found abundant reafon to believe 

Vor. L No. 1. 
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that this brother who oppofed him 
with fo much bitternefs for nearly 
two years, was now an humble pén- 
itent believer inthe Lord Jefus 
Chrift. With what joy and con- 
folation, and true friendfhip could 
thefe two brothers, and filter, now 
converfe upon the great and impar- 
tant glories of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom no tongue can fully ex- 
prefs. This elder brother madea 
public profeflion of religion and 
joined a Prefbyterian church—and 
{till continues to appear to perfe- 
vere in the faith of the gofpel. 

I fhall now pafs from the con- 
ftituent parts of the family, who liv- 
ed a confiderable time together un- 
der the fame roof after the death of 
their father, to the younger fifter, 
who, I gave notice, was married 
to a young gentleman in the vicini- 
ty —For feveral years fhe appeared 
to be carelefs and gay, andin a- 
bout five years after the converfion 
of the firit in the common family 
which I have mentioned, fhe was 
bereaved of her hufband, by his 
death, and fhe was lefta widow 
with two children. The laft con- 
verted brether who lived in the old 
manfion houfe of their deceafed 
father, took her, and her children 
into his family. —But fhe {till con- 
tinued without giving any evidence 
of any religious impreflion.—At 
this time the younger brother had 
taken his degree in College and was 
{tudying divinity about one hun- 
dred fitty miles from the place of 
his nativity.—Being from his na- 
tive place about fix months from 
the time of his laft vifit, he had an 
earneft defire and intention to make 
another vifit to his friends. About 
two weeks before he fet out for thig 
vifity the ftate of his younger fif- 
ter came to the vicwof his mind, 
in allitsaffeling importance. He 


viewed her as in an unconverted 
{tate ; and often did he carry hes 
Geg eee 

















434 


cafe, within thefe two weeks, with 
more than his common engaged- 
nefs, to the throne of grace. But 
while he was earneftly praying for 
his fifter, with an importunity 
which could not be fatisfied, unlets 
his petition fhould be granted : 
thefe queftions came to view, are 
you not felfifh, in praying for your 
younger filter? God hath convert: 
ed all who are left of your father’s 
children, but her, why are you not 
now fatisfied ? He was afraid that 
he was felfifh; but {till his anxious 
defire continued for her converfion, 
and he defired that God would, in 
unmerited mercy, make his inten- 
ded vifit a mean of this defired 
object. 

With fweet delight, he goes to 
the throne of grace and feels a 
pleafure that his younger fifter is in 
the hands of a merciful and foye- 
reign God. 

Thus the younger brother gave 
up his youngeft fifter, with cheer- 
fulnefs, into the hands of a fove- 
reign God ; but he was {till more 
and more fervent in prayer, that if 
it were confiftent with the fovereign 
putpofe of an infinitely good God, 
he would convert her, and 
make the intended journey a mean 
of this defirable obje&. At the 
appointed time, the younger broth- 
er went to vifit his friends in the 
Delaware ftate—repaired to the 
place of his nativity—faw to his 
great joy his elder brother and fif- 
ter whom he believed to be in a 

racious ftate. But the apparent 
fiate of his youngeft fifter now re- 
fiding in the fame family, marred 
his joy. He began to talk to her 
of the wickednefs and danger of an 
unconverted ftate-—Thus, from 
day to day, he talked to her about 
religion ; but he could get no di- 
reét anfwer, which was a fource of 
great difcouragementto him. But 
in about ten days, fle frankly con. 
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feffed her wicked feelings towards 


him. She told him that before he 

came home fhe had, from the fee]. 

ings of naturalaffeétionadefiretofee 

him ; but no fooner than he began to 

talktoheraboutreligion, the heartily 

wifhed that be had not come home, 

becaufe it appeared that he had 

come home to torment her. She 

appeared, feelingly to confefs her 
vilenefs, and rejoiced in the divine 
fovereignty ; but fhe could not fee 
how it could be for the glory of 
God and the happinefs of Angels, 
for God to fave her. Upon the 
youngeft brother’s explaining the 
nature of Chrift’s infinite atone- 
met, to declare God’s righteouf- 
nefs and her ill-defert, and that it 
was for the glory of God, freely 
to pardon all who felt aright to- 
wards their own charaéter,—and 
that. thofe whem God faves, he 
faves, not for their fakes, but for 
the fake of his own glory; fhe 
was pleafed with the plan of falva- 
tion through the Divine Redee- 
mer, obtained an humble hope of 
mercy—made a public rofefhon of 
religion in joining a Prefbyterian 
church, and hath appeared to per- 
fevere in true religion through the 
courfe of a number of years, and 
it is hoped that the will perfevere to 
the end of life, and at laft be ad- 
mitted to the celeftial kingdom to 
the praife and glory of divine 
git, through Jefus Chrift our 

ord. 





An evangelical parody of the queen 
of Sheba’s words, on hearing the 
wifdom and beholding the earthly 
glory of Solomon.—1 Kings, x. 
6, 7. 

“ ND fhe faid to the King, it 

was a true report that I 
heard in mine own land of thy 
aéts and of thy wifdom. How- 
beit, Lbelieved not the words, unti 
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I came, and mine eyes had feen it ; 
and behold, thehalf was not told me.” 
“ The half was not told me,’ 
faid the enraptured queen of the 
South, when from unbclief in the 
reports, which circulated at her 
court of the wifdom and greatnefs 
of Solomon, fhe had come up to 
Jerufalem, to behold, with her 
own eyes, the glory of his king- 
dom ; and to hear, with her own 
ears, the charms of his wifdom.— 
“ J believed not the words, until I 
came, and mine eyes had feen it.” 

“ The half was not told me,” 
faid the pleafant and gay Matilda 
to her filter, (who had frequently 
written to her, on the happy revi 
val of experimental religion, in her 
abfence,) on the firft evening that 
fhe attended a religious conference 
meeting, after her return to the 
place of her nativity, from a fum- 
mer’s employmentinadiftant town, 
“© J believed namthe words, until I 
came, and mine eyes had feen it.””— 
“When I read your letters, I 
thought it could not be real ;— 
that there was nothing in reafon, 
or religion that could fo affe& peo- 
ple’s hearts. But, when I entered 
the place of worhhip, this night, 
all was folemn and filent as the 
grave. My gay companions had 
cropped all their thoughtlefs and 
trifling airs ;—their countenances 
were folemn ;—their eyes were 
wifhfully turned upon the preacher. 
—When he arofe, afolemn filence 
and univerfal attention prevailed ; 
and when he fpoke, if an angel 
had come down from heaven, to a- 
larm a guilty world, aad bid them 
a sens for the day of judgment, 
it feemed, as tho’ there would not 
have been a greater attention paid. 
How many weeping eyes were tobe 
feen ! How many covered faces, to 
hide from public view the pangs 
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I fhould return light and airy as 
ever :—but, [ was ftruck—I was 
aftonifhed—I-never felt fo folemn 
in my life, before, eternity never 
feemed fo near.—I began to feel 
myfelf on its very borders. T 
could not for my life keep from be- 
ing ferious, I became alarmed, to 
think how different my feelings 
were from all that were prefent, 
left I fhould make myfelf forever 
miferable, in trifling with the con- 
cerns of eternity.—O, the half was 
not told me, in your letters. ‘Shefe 
meetings cannot be defcribed u 
on paper. None will ever believe 
the reports of them, who have nev- 
er been witnefles.”— 

“ The half was not told me,’ 
faid the trembling Matilda toa fe- 
male friend, with whom, (from 2 
religious meeting, ) fhe went home 
to fleep, a few evenings after, when 
a difcourfe had beendelivered from 
thefe words,—* If [ had not come 
and fpoken unto them, they had 
not had fin : but now they have no 
cloak for their fin.”?——O, I never 
knew what it was to be a finner 
before. I had no fenfe of my own 
guilt and wretchedaefs ;—no fenfe 
of this dreadfully wicked and re- 
bellious hearr-—But, now, alas! 
I fee I am totaliy depraved—I fee 
my guilt—I feel my danger.—O, 
I fhall die—I fhall perifh—I hall 
fink down to everlafting mifery, a 
wretched finner. Chrift has come 
from heaven, in infinite compafhon, 
to redeem. OQ, the dying Re- 
deemer has fpoken to me from his 
crofs, and in his gofpel ; but I 
have rebelled. I have turned a 
deaf ear to all his warnings and en- 
treaties. { have, even wickedly 
derided that, which I now believe 
to be the glorious work of divine 
grace. O, I am, certainly, the 
guilgeft of mortals. I have no 





and forrows of a guilty foul !— 
When I went to meeting, I thought 


cloak for my fin, it is fo great ; 
nothing to coyer it—nothing to ex- 
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cufe it—nothing to give me any 
hope of happinefs —Oh, how 
Mr. Y. preached! His text— 
his fermon—all was directed to 
me. Itistrue—it is all true. He 
has defcribed the very feelings of 
my foul Oh! All is guilt—all 
is rebellion. There is no cloak 
that can cover the greatnefs of my 
fi. ‘There is nothing to hide it 
from an holy God. Can fuch pain- 
ful fenfations of guilt, as I now 
feel, be conviétion, Almira? If 
they be, the half was not told me. 
Oh, I fear, that it is but the con- 
demning evidence of the greatnefs 
of my guilt before God, to thew 
me, that I am without excufe, and 
I fear, wholly without hope. Oh, 
Almira, pray for me, pray for me, 
an undone finner, pray for my poor 
foul. O Lord, have mercy upon 


me, a guilty finner! Save me, Oh! | 
fave me from perdition.” In this | 


manner, as Aijmira told me, Ma- 
tilda {pent a fleeplefs night, in 
tears, and cries, and prayers to 
heaven for grace and falvation. 

“ The half was not told me,” 
{aid the humble Matilda, to her 
Minifter, a few days after, when 
having hopefully found a pardon- 
ing God, and an all-fufficient Sa- 
viour, fhe came to him, to relate 
the joyful exercifes of her foul. 
“* Oh! I never believed this, Icould 
not believe it. What glorious 
happinefs there is in rejigion !— 
What an amazing change !—What 
relief !—What comfort !—How 
did the light break in upon my foul, 
in that ever memorable morning, 
after unutterable anpuith, when I 
beheld the glory of God, in his 
goodnefs—in his hatred of fin— 
in his holinefs and jultice ; and felt 
an heart to refign up ail to his 
fovereign difpofal !—How fweet 
the lines of the promife read, which 
bid me live ; for that the grace of 
God was f:fitcient fox me, throuch 


the merits of a fuffering Redeemer ! 
Is this religion ?—Bleffed then — 
truly bleffed are they that hunger 
and thirft after righteoufnefs, that 
they may be filled. 


“ What joy can be compared with this, 
To ferve and pleafe the Lord ?” 


“ Once, I thought Chriftians 
the moft gloomy and uncomforta- 
ble people in the world ; but now, 
I believe them to be the moft hap. 
py- How inconfiderate—how 
| blind Ihave been to God—to re. 
| ligion—to my own happinefs !— 
| When I look back upon my paft 
| life, Iam amazed at the long for- 
| bearance of an holy God, in fpar- 
| ing fuch an hardened, ungrateful 
| finner | When I refle& on the 
dreadful abyfs of mifery, from the 
brink of which, I have juft been 
hopefully f{natched, by almighty 
grace, as an out-calt—-a brand from 
the burnings, I tremble for fear of 
a miftake ; but my foul rejoices, 
and I cannot but cry thanks be to 
God ; by all on earth and all in 
heaven thanks—eternal thanks be 
to God, forhis unfpeakable gift. 
l never believed the words of 
Chriftians, when they related their 
fpiritual joys, until J came, and 
mine eyes have feen it, and my heart 
hath experienced it ; and behold, 
the half was not told me.” 

“ The half was not told me,” 
faid the watchful Matilda, to her 
pious friend Angelina, twelve 
months after entertaining a hope of 
regeneration. “ Oh ! What a 
tempting world we live in! How 
full of {nares and trials ! How ma- 
ny tempting, cafily beferting fins ! 
Angelina, we were directed to 
watch and pray—to watch contin- 
ually, left falling . into temptation, 
we fhould difhonor God—be in- 
ftrumental in hardening the hearts 
of the unbelieving, end bring a re- 
proachupenourfelyes. Littlethen 
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did we feel any need of fuch ad- 


vice. Our hearts were warm— 
they were full, God and his grace | 
engaged all our thoughts. But, | 
alas! The half was not told us. 
How treacherous and wandering 
our hearts ! We are {till helplefs, 
ftill weak, {till dependent creatures. 
In God only isall our help. Our 
grace, our comfort, our fpiritual 
rejoicing is ftill all-dependent upon 
our living nigh to him, in prayer, 
in public worthip, in Chriftian 
communion, at the Lord’s table, 
in fhort, in all religious duties. Let 
us then watch and pray. Let us 
remember that we are {trangers and 
pilgrims on this earth. O, Ange- 
lina, let our hearts be upon an 
heavenly inheritance.” 


Reader, if thou art a ftranger | our faces. 


Letter from Contritio. 


| 
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Dear Sister, 
9 eadegen this can pofibly 

reach yous death will termt- 
nate my probation here, and I 
fhall be happy, or miferable for- 
ever. None about me have hopes 
of my feeing another morning. 
Short {pace to accomplifhthe mighs 
ty work of preparing for eternity ! 
Yet I cannot leave the ,world, 
without admonifhing yout to be 
more early in preparing for. that 
dreadful hour, which you are fure 
not to efcape, and know not how 
foon it may arrive. 

We have had the fame educa 
tion, have lived in the fame man- 
ner, and though accounted very 
much alike, have refembled each 
other more in our follies, than in 
Alas ! Of what a 


to regeneration, when thou hatt | wafte of time have we been guilty § 
read all the interefting narratives of | To drefs well, and appear polite, 


revivals in religion, which are re- | 
corded in the Conneétical Evan- 
gelical Magazine, though thy heart 
may have nfen in unbelief and in 
enmity again{t the manifeflation of 


| has been our only ftudy ; parade, 


| equipage, and adeisations have . 
| been our ambition ; pleafure our 
- avocation, and the mode our God. 


the glorious power of God there- | 


in defcribed ; yet, let me tell thee, 


if ever thou fhalt be fo happy as | 


to become truly acquainted with 
thine own heart, and to feel the 
vital power of religion, thou wilt 


L believed not the words, until I 
came, and mine eyes had feen it ; 


The power, the fweetnefs, the 
glory of divine grace are incom- 
municable by words, or by paper 
and ink to unfanétified men. 


To 


How often, alas! have I pro- 
faned in idle chat that facred name, 
by whofe merits alone 1 have hopes 
of forgivenefs ! How often have 


| I fat, and heard his miracles and 
| fufferings ridiculed by the falfe 
| wits, and abandoned deifts of the 
be found, among the firft, to fay, | 


age, without feeling uneafy emeo- 


tions at the awful blaiphemy ! Nay, 
| how often have I myfelf, becaufe £ 
and behold, the half was not told me. | 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
‘ 


‘go to prove, and of which I am 


have heard others do fo, called in 
queftion that futurity, which I now 


already convinced ! 
One moment methinks I fee the 


the fouls of fuch, when defcribed, blifsful feats of paradife unveiled, 
they are as a glorious light fhining | and hear ten thoufand myriads of 


in darknefs, while, alas! the dark- 
nefs comprehendeth it not. 
AMANA. 


AN EXTRACT. 
A letter from one fifler to another, 
penned from her mouth while dying. 





celeftial beings tuning their goldea 
harps in fongs of praife so the 
yautterable name. ‘The next, a 
{cene all black and gloomy prefents 
itfelf to my view, whence iffue 
nought but fobs, and groans, and 
horrid fhricks, My fluctuating 


















































































































































































































































mind varies the profpeét, and in- 
volves me in a fad uncertainty of 
my eternal doom. On one hand, 
beckoning angels {mile upon me, 
while on the other infernal furies 
ftand prepared to receive my fleet- 
ing foul. I dare not hope, nor 
will the Reverend divine fuffer me 
to defpair. He comforts me, on 
the ground of faith, with promifes 
in holy writ, which, to my fhame, 
I was unacquainted with before ; 
but now I feel them as balm to my 
tormented confcience. 

I muft now bid you a final adieu. 
And, O my dear fifter, the laft 
warning I give you is this, that 
you forfake the vanities and pleaf- 
ures of the world, and make your 
peace with God ; and may my 
death, which you will foon hear 
of, give it that weight, which I 
with and pray for. You are the 
laft objeét of my earthly cares ; I 
have now done with all below, thall 
retire into myfelf, and devote the 
few mements allowed me to that 
penitence, which alone can pre- 
pare me for a glorious immortali- 
ty.—I die, your affectionate filter. 


CONTRITIO. 





Mess’rxs Epitors, 

IF you think the following 
worthy a place in your Magazine 
pleafe to infert it. 


SHAPHAN. 


Birth-day Refle@ions. 

NE year more of my mortal 
: life is gone. How rapidly 
has it haftened away ! How ma- 
ny precious hours haye pafled un- 
improved ! How little has been 
done for God, who has lengthen- 
ed out my life and has been the 
health of my countenance ! How 
little has been done for my fellow- 
mea! And how litde for my foul: 
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O criminal negle&! How mani- 
fold have been the mercies of God t 
How many fins have I added to 
my former offences ! Bafe ingrati. 
tude ! Surely I live to thow forth 
the long-fuffering of God. Wound. 
ing reflection ; that I cannot rem. 
edy paft negleéts of duty, nor re- 
call mifpent time. I am now one 
year nigher the moment appointed 
in the calander of time for my dif- 
folution—one year nigher death, 
thatunknown fomething—one year 
nigher a new and untried {tate of 
exiltence——one year nigher the 
moment in which my ftate wil be 
fettled forever—one year nigher 
the judgment day, when the uni- 
verfe will know what I have been, 
what I have done, what I am and 
what I fhall forever be. Solemn 
thoughts ! Let them ever dwell 
upon my mind and increafe my 
watchfulnefs, prayerfulnefs and o- 
bedience. 

I now enter upon another year ; 
perhaps the laft year of my life. It 
may carry me to the grave and 
ufher my foul into eternity. Then 
gird up thy loins, Oh my foul! Be 
ober and watch unto the end. 
Let not the prefent be numbered 
coon thy mifpent years. What 
new fcenes will open is now un- 
known. The wheel of Providence 


is continually turning. ‘Whether 
it raife thee up or caft thee down 
is perfefily uncertain. It is then 


thy wifdom to prepare for adverti- 
ty. To this thou art a flranger. 
But adverfity will come, if thou 
haft.a fhare in the falvation of 
Chrift. Put on patience and fub- 
miflion, and guard againft repining 
and defpondency. If thy fun fhall 
continue to thine be not elated aad 
forget not thy God. Remember 
thy dependence and be humble. 
Improve all the events of Provi- 
dence for a greater acquaintance 


with thy Maker and thyfelf. Per- 


- 


1802. } 


form the duties of the day and the 
hour, in the day and the hour and 
thy work willalwaysbedone. Let 
this year be thus begun and life 
thus finifhed, and thou fhalt hear 
this eulogium pronounced upon 
thyfelf ; Well done good and faith- 
ful fervant, enter thou into the joy 
of thy Lord. 


——— EES 
Religious Intelligence. 


Extra& of a letter to one of the Ed- 


itors ; dated Orford, State of 


New Hampfiire, Aprilzd, 1801. 


/ “God has feen fit to arreft the 

attention of a number in this town, 
and we are indulging the pledfing 
hope of a {till greater harvelt. 
The religious attention to the eaft- 
ward, in this ftate, during the paft 
year, has been confiderable. I 
lately faw a letter, froma gentle- 
man who preaches in the vicinity 
where ghis revival has taken place, 
ftasing that 368 perfons had been 
added to the church in a few towns 
in that neighborhood. I am alfo 
informed there isa good work be. 
gun at Newbury Port. May the 
Lord Build up Jerufalem !” 


Extra& of a letter from Francif- 
town, New Hampfbire, dated 
March 4, 1801. 


“ Pieces from the Connedicut 
Evangelical Magazine are read fre- 
quently in a conference meeting in 
this town with apparent good ef- 
feét. Religion is at a low ebba- 
mongft us, but more atteaded to, 
within a year paft, than ufual. 
There has lately been a religious 
revival ia the north parifh in Am- 
herft, N. H. the effets of which 
I hope will be lafting. Upwards 
of forty, in about fix months, made 
a public profeffion of their faith in 
a crucified Redeemer. There has 
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been a confiderable attention and 
a goodly number hopefully conver- 
ted in the old parifh of Rawley, 
Mafs. I have lately heard that 
there is a very uRcommion attention 
to religion in Newbury-Port. Be- 
fides crowded and folemn affem- 
blies on the Sabbath, there are fre- 
quent lectures and conferences on 
other days of the week ; numbers 
urder conviction, and fome ing 
charitable judgment brought out 
of darknefs into God’s marvellous 
light.” 


ORDINATION. 


On Wednefday April 8th the 


Rev. Ephraim Treadwell Wood- 
ruff was ordained to the work of 
the gofpel minifiry in the Society 
of North Coventry. ‘The Rey. 
Fofeph Wafoburn of Farmington 
made the introdudtery prayer ; the 
Rev. Hezekiah N. Woodruff of 
Stonington, brother of the Paftor 
eleét, preached from z ‘Timothy 
1. 7. The Rev. George Colton of 
Bolton made the confecrating pray- 
er; the Rev. Nathan Willams 
D. D. of Tolland gavethe charge ; 
the Rey. Charles Backus of Som- 
ers gave the right hand of fellow- 
thip ; and the Rev. Nathan Per- 
kins of Weft-Hartford made the 
concluding prayer.— 


Se 
POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS CRIGINAL. 


On Spring. 


I. O the gay Spring returns agam. 
And cloaths the earth ingheere 

ful green ; 

While charming flowers the fields re- 
fume : 

And fill the air with rich perfume. 

2. All nature’s in its glory drefs’d, 

Praifes refound from birds and beafts 5 

The biris, each morn & evening, raife 


Their voices in high founds of praife. 
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3. With lofty wing they foar on high, | 3. Thy glorious throne is built in love, 
And fing their anthem in the iky, Thy tender mercies rebels prove, 

Or fit an boughs and charm each wood, While they negle& to feck thy face - 
With the high praifes of their Ged. Thy {mile exalts the humble foul, 


And makes the wounded fpirit whole - 

4. But man, the nobleft work of Gots Howmatchlefs is thy piaffaieg erace! 
Scarce eer proclaims his name abroad ; ‘ . ; 
Or rare'y fings that wondrous love, 4. When we tranfgrefs’d thy firft com- 
Which points our hopes to joys abeve, MaNAES) 3. 
Stern juflice rais’d its awful hand 

To feal us heirs of endlefs pain! 
But Jefus, our incarnate God, 
Propos’d the ranfom of his blood, 

And calm’d the heavenly wrath 

again. 


5. Roufe then, dull man, from bonds 
of floth, 
And fing thy bleffed Saviour’s worth : 
Let thy melodious powers in concert 
hed at ‘nd the God of 
od O nat an 
Taping: pacts 5. Through all thy works thy glories 
VERNUS. fhine, 
Creation fpeaks thy hand divine, 
And loud proclaims its maker God; 


Redemption opes a nobler feene ! 
A Hyms for Redemption. Offended juftice {miles ferene ! 


I. Eleftial mufe, infpire my lays, While mercy fpreads her arms a- 
And animate our hearts to broad. 
praife 6. Here all thy attributes combine, 

The great Jehovah’s glorious name; | And with celeftial glory fhine,. 

May all our fouls as one confpire, While peace and pardon are reveal’d; 
‘To imitate the heavenly choir, Now all the vile apoftate race, 

And fing his everlafting fame. Salvation freely may embrace, 

a. Thou great firft caufe, whofe pier- For Jcfus has the pardon feal'd. 
cing eyc 
The latent thoughts of all defcries. A univerfal fong of praife, 

In heaven and earth and gloomy hell; For pardoning grace and dying love. 
Though higheft heaven is thine abode, | Accept, great God, our feeble ftrains, 
Thou condefcendek, Oh our God, We would rejoice that Jefus reigns, 

With Adam’s guilty race to dwell. And join the fong of faints above. 








7. Let all beiow confpire to raife 


To BEREAN. 


THE Editors acknowledge the receipt of a fecond letter from Barzan 
which they decline publifhing. They were not blind to his real obje& in bis 
Sift letter, which was to fatirize that vital religion which alone prepares 
men for heaven. It ts beyond the power of Bersan’s genius to fatirize fo 
infidioufly as not to be detc&ed. In his firft letter, in attempting to per- 
form a tafe to which he was not competent, he expreffed important truths 
which the Editors thonght proper to-give to the public. Thinking that 
the buit had taken, he Las, in his fecond letter, thrown off the mafk, and 
evinced the deep depravity of bis heart, and the perverfon of. bis moral 


tafle, They ieave him to refle®, that the firft attempt of bis impicty hath 


been overruled for the good of the caufe which he wifoes to deftroy. 





